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Poetry: Oviginal and Select,
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‘WAR STRATEGICS.

appear stale and out of dato beforo they can
o o readors. But still we cansof help
offering o few observations upon the evident
ifferenco in’ strategical ability between the
French and German commanders. To us i
appears that the French proclaimed war with-
out having any very definite object in view,
beyond somo accession of territory in the event
(which they did not doubt) of victory favour-
ing them, and sctually opened hostilities

without hagjng arranged a clear plan of the
They massed army corps on the

Army under ‘the Crowy Prrxcr of Prussia,
and strike a decisive blow with what most
considered the _ best reliadlo  portion of
the German forves. Rapidly then the
Germens continued the offensive, routing
McMariox's army, and thus turning the right
of the French line, while the centre was
soverely shaken and driven to retreat on Mctz,
making n generl concentration of forces
Deccessary on the part of the French for mero
purposea of defence. Why the Exrrzon of
the French allowed his coemies time for or-
ganization and thus to assume the offensive,
is a question very difficult to understand. Th

French army is far superior to the Prussian
on a peace footing, and cvéfy to make use of
the alliance, of the South German States, and
‘organize their forces into a field army, required
at least as much time as to £l up the rauks
of the Prussian regiments with the Landwehr
men. Everything was in favour of France
when war waa deckred; yet she took no ad-
vantage of her position. - Sho gave Prussia and

the South German States time to consolidate
their armies, take a full estimato of the French

strength ot different points, and draw up o | I8

definito plun for the campaign. The Exreron
went forward to head a petty attack upan an
unfortificd town, and, after achieving a mere
theatrical success, returned by rail to Metz,
where he was engaged in drawing up o plan
of operations with Marsuar McMumox when
the Crowx Panxce unexpectedly issued from

_the southern corner of the Bavarian Palatinate,

capturcd Weisscnburg, and did wot retire by
ruil to Landau, but pressed o, uul inflicted
a erushing dofoat on McMarox’s army. Mean- |
while, the Prussian centre was hurlod sguint
the advanced forces of the Freach centre with
such effect as to cause a general retreat of the
latter from the line of the Saar, and'a defensive
conceritration en Metz. Al the telegrams
from the Exrrzon represent him as obliged
2o act on'the defensive at every point before
the Prussians, had even brought their third
Seld army, under Prixcs Prroemicx Craues
and forming the right of their line, into action.
The strategy has becn all on the side of the
Prussians, and up to a cortain point they have
carried it out successiully. 1f the French
Errzon had any plan, he failed to develop
it at all, and allowed himself to be taken by
surprice. He not only appears to have had
no plan of his own, but did not succced in
what is the next best thing in war—in divia-
ing ond checkmateing the strategy of his
enemy.  Not speaking politically or morally,
but militarily, this is a war of aggression on
the part of the French, and successful defence
by the Germans would have been practically
victory for them. Their object was mercly to
Xold their own, and they immediately showed
that they could do more. They huve invaded
Prance’in great force, and for the Exrraon
now merely to make a successful defence
(which is the utmost we believe he can do)
will be defeat as regards his dynastic hopes.
Obviously he has overrated his own military
abilitics, and underrated those of the great
Prussian strategist and his coadjutor.  In
‘numbers, in military appliances, and in valour,
there was not much o choose between the
French and the German army; but the
strategy has been all on the side of the latter.
Narowrow, while praising the bravery of his
troops cqmplains of their being outnumbered
in every engagement. This is their com
mander's fault. The great art in war, which
the frst Narosox understood so well, and
which his nephew appears incapuble of prctis-
ibg is always to b superior in strength to

y{gmcm) where you intend to attack or

expect to be attacked. It is not the lack of
yesolrees but of ability to deal with them that
scems apparent in the Fresich Exrrnor. He
is no more @ mateh for von Movrxx in military
gy than for Biswagex in diplomacy,
though he may be a clever man in both.

NOISY NEUTRALITY.
A cxaggernted importance bas in some
quatters been given to a statement mado
deliberately and in reply to quostions by the
Preinicr on Friday in the Houss of Commons.
Sir G. Jexxaxsox asked severul questions in

onc, the gist of all being this—what do the
Government intend to doin defence of Belgium
should defence be mocessary?  Sir J. Grax

the treaty of 1831 (containing the guarantee
of Belgium) had mot boen declared mon-
obligatory on the contracting powers by the
treaty of 18392 The Premier repliod to the
last question first, and used these words—
“There can be o doubt that the treaty of
1831 has passed cntircly out of cxistence.
Tho treaty of 1839 is the ono under which
our relations with the contracting partics ore

it | Tegulated”  As by the former treaty Great

Britain, Austria, France, Prussia, and Russia
guarantecd the neutrality, independence, and
integrify of Belgium, and as tho treaty of
1839 declared that that of 1831 was no longer
bindifg upof them, a conclusion has by many
persbns been hastily arrived at, that the great
powerzare o longer bound to protect Belgium;
but the fuct is that the second treaty was
drawn up to scttle the long-cxisting quarrel
between Belgium and Holland, and that
the guarantee of the five great powers was
specially renewed in 1869. Mr. Gravstosr:
did rot say this much, but he said nothing to
the contrury.  In accordauce with the mini-
sterial policy of neutrality, the Premier said
aslittle as possible, but in reply to Sir G.
Juxxxsox's questions doclarod—*It s im-
possible for me to state cither the course or
intentions of Her Majesty’s Government in
matter of this grave charucter in answer to a
question.”  Ministers, howeer, are not to be
judged by their words or their roticence only,
but by their positive action in relation to this
lamentable war. That the country generally
approves of this action is certain; end with
especial reference to the Premier’s statement
on Friday—or, if the reader prefer it, to his
silence==it is. worth moting that what had
passed in tho House of Commons transpired
carly cnough to affoct the latter transactions
on the Stock Exchange, and that prices on the
whole closed higher than the previous day ;
while on Satunlay public sccuritics, stocks,
and shares gencrally cxhibited o farther
slight ‘advance. This is an' index of the
fecling of the country, which is aleo manifested
many other ways; and it is undeniable
tliat that fecling is based on tho “secrot
inisters have announced

to protect Bolgium; but then, in the firt
place, her independence and integrity are lets
threatened than ever after the rocent French
reverses; and, in the second place, Great
Britain is showing hersclf. determined to pro-
pare for the worst. Wo cannot tako up n
journal without secing. evidence of this.
0004 t0) e Yot of two willivas of

d 20,000 additiona} men, we have abundant
indications of preparations for war. Let p
few facts bo cited as specimens. At Chatham
all is activity ; the completion of scveral iron-
plated ships is being pushed rapidly forwanl;
workmen are making overtime, and additional

we flocking to tho depots. Tho
ncighbmr)xood of Woolwich resounds night
and day with waslike clatter; the Comimander-
in-Chief issnes orders of preparation right and
Ieft, and arsenal and etorchouscs are socnes of |
unwonted activity, in view of the strugglo | &
which may come. Similar facts are noticcable
in_connection with our navy, militin, and
volunteers, and one statement will be especially
pleasing to thoso who scem to delight in
scenting tho war afor off—that orders have
been sent to Caleutta for large supplies of
saltpetre. Tn a word, it cannot be deniod
that anxious as the Government may be to
wmaintain “neutrality,” they are none the less | &
desirous of making that neatrality “ secure;”
and that much as they may deprecate war,
they aro preparing for it, camestly hoping
meanwhile that affairs may take such o turn

interfering in this sanguinary conflict. This
being the case, itis to be regretted that the
question of Belgium should ‘be daily and
hourly brought forwand in the most irritating
way. Our guarantes is admitted, and neither
l!\c Government
' b

* Preparations
are being made on n large scale to carry out
tht' responsibility 16 its ligitimate ssucs,
should tho neccssity unhappily occur, in spite

fecling should be somuch encouraged by many
influential journals.

to| many of us seem determined to be satisficd
with nothing less than a noisy and warlike
neutrality.

John Joncs, the Denham murderer, was
exconted on Manday t thecouaty prisen, Aylisbury.
He died maintaining his inn
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LOCAL NOTES,
Br %A Romuen”
"It is a fortunate circumstanc

disease, 1t is now about cighteen years sinco wo

Higheale, but tho romembeenan of thene cuse lwve
a feeling of horror upon the minds of all who
witnessed thom.  Many of my readers will, no doubt,
Bave read the mccount pablished i last week's
Guardian of the mad dog supposcd to belong to Tow
Law. 1 am sorry to observo that several individuals
were bitten by that animal, and it is quite
that moro damago has beca caused by this animal
than wo are at prescnt awarc of. 1 am glad, thero-
fore, 40 motice that tho Consett Local Doard and the
Magistratos of the Lanchester Petty Sessional district
havo fsmued otices to owners of dogs

that theso persons will attend to tho notices at ones.
As'a good deal of ignormaco prevails in refercace to
tho powers of Lécal Boards, it would bo well for my
Toders 0 atend 1o the following—The *Towns
Polico Clauses Act” 16 and 11 Vict
incorporated ia tho Local Governmeat Act, by -n.;h

coeding forty ehillings for each offence, or in the
Gimretion o s Justio e whom Yt couviciod
may bo committed to priscn, thers to remain for a
foriod ot exconding lourtoen day
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are not generally attractive. They aro e dry, is
o usual remark made upon tabuloted figures and
facte. Truth has to bo distorted, trimmed, cm-
bellished, set in flowers, ox immersed in blood, bafore
tho fastidious—or vitiat, which P—minds of this
ago will ‘reserve.* Sound homely truths, put in &
plain, nngarnished wy dbn't it the people now-a-
days. Bah! whatshams ono has to live nmongst. But
what has sent mo to that vein? [ was dimply going
© bl my sodes » fow hinge tht wP o (it
“report, of tho Commitioo of Couacil on Educat
Of the mixed Bcbodt In our tmmednte mghleu.
oumts B o plced aborell o ther
\ucm; in the fourth category, Tow Law Wesleyan
B i tho sathy wod Woldnghear Vol n
in the wcvoath, thoagh cach show a good
or entage yasmdy tho foraer Whrwing 914 1od
"§ per ceatago for Consett vas
B e S s
Oukley ot oo muah o that azcomat 80 for (1)

portion and stylo of pases; proportion cxamined
in tho upper classca; (4) ratio of tho number
examined to the averago attendanco (5) aversge agh
in cach standard ; and (6) proficiency in_mubjocts
beyoud reading, writing and arithmetic. The nym-
ber of mixe schools examined was 93, only 26 of
‘which appear in tho soven clases in tho table, 80
that those connected with Tow Law and Wolsing-
ham schools may congratalate themselves upon

Tho position assignpd to Conselt school by tho
inspector i extremicly gratifying, and is of itaclf
Cross nad his aseistants for their toil
amalty. It opy rolumes ko th eficecy of
ad appeals powerfully to the public for
um& support. ~ Mr. Oakeley apparcntly approved of
Smpulsory_education. A table of the amounts
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THE WAR.

“.RETREAT OF THE‘FRENCH.
The French ar mhmxmgdmnhﬂy wpon Moselle,
German cavaley puruing. - Pt Petite Pierro has
een ovacuatedt

« THE POSITIQ\« DF THE TWO

There i n0 nows o any r.mm cngagement be-
twoen the German and roops. 1t
Amnoineed frgey Mets that i el heaniy through
the wholo of Wednesda

BO\m umm I‘ OF kﬂ‘llﬂ SBERG

The Ly um in uarruu has_commenced
rations by the bombardment of Konigsberg and
taic.

- '
TROOPS DECLARI)'G FOR THE
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THE NEW FRENCH MINISTRY.
iTho new Erench Miaisey has been consiated us
inister General _Causin ;
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. | PARIS BORDERING ON REVOLUTION.

Lo, Wedacslay, (1 pn)
Paria was in a state bonlering on revofution yester-
day.” Consternation was gescrnh sod the populaco
beeame_tumultu ragoons tho
crom bt tho National G
word of comms
at the hiad of the troops.
TUBLIC FEELING IN MADRID
excitement exista in M

in Malridorer the Prursian
e | vicoricond thestite of thing in Tare, Tho repab-
Yian preas prophesy the adrent of & republicin Sgaig,
Franco and Italy. * Madsid is perfoctly tranquil.
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