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SATURDAV AUGUST 31, 1861,

We in the North'are holding now our Feast of
Flowers. When the grain is growing golden
and waiting for the ready sickle of the reaper,
when in the frst long autumn days the trees be-
gin to change their spring livery of bright
green, and to,wear their more sobet and russet
hue, when "Ihvou‘,h the falling Jeaf the chesnut
we scize the days o
Dright and pleasant sun(hm: that August often
brings and have our flower shows. ~So whilst
others are paying court to Pomoxa we are con-
tent still to woo the smiles of FLORA : when in
other and sunnier spots the gladdest festival of
the long year—the harvesthomo and-ngather.
ing of the fruits of the earth —is being celebrat-
«ed, we in this bleak and cold north countrie are
fain to welcome the golden days with ourfestival
of flowers. With us it often happens that
“winter lingering chills the lap of May,” and
few of our loveliest and richest floral treasures
reach to their full perfection and beauty till the
summer days are past. And the delay of the
season has this advantage that the accounts of
the flower shows now pleasantly fill the dull and
dreary columns of local newspapers.  Now-a-
days everybody is out of town. London is pro-
verbially empty—as empty as on a Derby day,
and all those who can spare the money and the
e are far away from therestless and ceaseless
turmoil and life of the big cities. Our English
tourists are to be met with on the boulevards of
gay and pleasant Paris, in the romantic and
Dbeautiful cities of the Rhine, on the mountains
of Switzerland or the fjords of Norw.i)or, near-
er home, or the mmhzm moors, of in those
pleasant and picturesque nooks dotted round
the coast of our island, whose loveliness and
beauty would tempt the most ase of plea-
sure seckers. The times, in truth, are
out of joint : Parliament is prorogued, the Re-
form Bill is happily settled; the ghost of the
Compound Houscholder is for ¢ )opr:senl laid,
and even the mecting of the Emperors at Salz-
burg has failed to excite anything but the most
passing and listless interest. In these dull
times, with no new subject, no new sensation,
nothing with which as journalists * to point a

mord¥or adom a tale” shall we be foolish in
noticing what wo consider to bo amongst the
‘most suggestive and hopeful of the many social
idees of the dayl We allude, of coursc, to
those flower shows of modest propartions and
‘minor note, which every fitle village and hamlot
inthe north now boasts.

We are accustomed to consider the smoke
and grime, the dreary and heavy atmosphere
which envelope us, as esseatially and peculu.rly
our own. We are presumed always to wear
2 dinty face, and there is, therefore, all dhemore
noed to foster these local contests in floral and
horticultural pursuits It would be easy to show
how in all ages and among all peoples, however
untutored and savage, flowers have been
esteemed and loved, and have entered into
the most sacred rites. They are wreathed,
says a modern writer, round the cradle, the
altar, and the tomb. - The Persian in the far
east delights in their perfume aod writes his
love in nosegays ; while the Indian ¢hild in the
farwest claps his hands with gleo as he gathers
the abundant blossoms —the illimitable scrip.
tures of thi praifics. - The Cupid of the ancient

Hindoos tipped his arrows with flowers, and |*

orange flowers are  bridal crown with us—a
nation of yesterday. Flowers garlanded the
Grecian'altar, and hung in votive wreath beforo
the Christian shrine. In our own country the
growth of flowers has ever been eamestly pur-
sued, and even in this corner of the land, with
all the disadvantages of ceascless clouds of
smoke and everlasting coalires, we have still
some spots of greénery in our midst; we are
sill able to grow flowers of lovely. form and

reasons -ny we

There sppes to s many.

ple.
::erlr:l‘lxm ‘pure and good as gasdening. ‘The
cultivation of flowers,” says Mr Jrssr, “
21l smusements of mankind the one 0 be se-
xmm and approved as the most innocent in
tself, The pleasares, the ecstacies of the horti
culturist, are harmless and pure; a streak, 3
tint, 2 shade become his lnnmph. which though
often obtained by chance, are secured
alone by morning care, by evening caution and
the vigilance of days.” The pursuil of garden
ing will prove, we may be sure, a certain and
potent charm against the fascinations of the
alehouse. Tt gives men the means and oppor-
tunity of profitable Fécreation, and the village
which has the best gardens, we_.may be sure, | s
will have the most sober and industrious popula-
tion. Then, besides this négative virtue it has
the pouun charm of being in itgelf a true plea-
. A poet tells us that it was ina garden’s
“hadehe sovercignpleasuzesought andeveryone

loves gardens and flowers.

there is a common ground of union.  As gar

phers, 50 it has been the common favourite of | b
public andprivate men ; the pleasure of the
greatest, the care of the meanest ;
an employment and a_possession for which no
man is too high or t00 low.
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Iy And it is not necessary for us to be
learned in botanic lore to appreciate the beau
ties of plantife.
with RopERT BROWNING, why the most perfect
and lovely plant should have the most crabbed
and awkward title.  As TENNYSON says,
“ A learned man

Could give it a clumsy name,

Let him name it who can,

Its beauty would be the same.’
Ouly let us remember that the more we ex-
amine into the structure and laws of the plant- |
life, the more of beauty and perfect wisdom
will we find—the most wondrous adaptation of
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delityis the carnest pursuit of Nature.
are scattered around us so many and 5o patent |
proofs of the presence and rule of a Creator
that we might wonder at the folly as well as
the boldness and rashness of prevailing athe
s ; for there is, we are assured, as Mr Ruskiy
says, a calm and holy religion in the unbreath
ing things of nature, which man would do well
to imitate

And, again. in this age it is useful to have a
‘pursuit alive and active in the midst of us that
will do something to relieve the prevailing prac
tical and utilitarian spirit of the times. The
love of Nature is a pure aad unalloyed plea-
sure, and her modest and eamest student has
delights the world knows not of.  And he can
glean many useful and valuable lessons in his
pursuit.  Nature has ever been the teacher of

art, and Eserson has shewn us how the whole
theory of Gothic architecture was founded on
and borrowed from tree and plant form. The
Gothic church had its origin in a rude adapta-
tion of forest treés, the stained glass window
was but a'pale copy of the colours of a western
sky, seen through the branches of a wintry
wood, and the chisel of the builder but repro
duced for his omament the most picturesque
parts of nature.  Such knowledge is one of the
rewards that attend its eamest study.

There are nany other reasons, both utili-
tarian and sehtimental, we might adduce why
the love of gardens and floriculture should be
fostered and encouraged, but surely we have
said enough to commend the pursuit to our
readers.  We have said we view the spread of
these village shows as amongst the most sug.
gestive and hopeful signs of the times.  We
trust they will increase and prosper, and that
their benchicent influence may be felt in an
ever widening circle. _We view in them  step
in the way of that * swect.-

colour, and of delici 3
and we have ever. the troes in their prodigal
vasiety of hues ; the blue, the purple, the yel-
lowy tint—the tender .and silvery verdure an
the d ¢pmass of shade frowning into black, on
which every passing gleam of sunshine plays
with magical oficct. The love of flowers and
plants, of trees and foliage, scems an instinct
within us. a trait of the national character and
‘mind, and ono of its best and brightest. * The
English,” said Wasnixcrox 1rving, ***have
studied Nature inteatly and discover an exqui-
site sense of her beautiful forms and harmonious
com\muhonl- “Those charms which in other
countried she Javishes in wildsolitudes are here
stcmbld round the haunts of domestic life.
“They seaim to have caught her coy and furtive

graces asd spread them, like witchery, around ,,;,‘;‘m_,
their rural abodes.” Thi Tove | verucr the

t
ness and light” which are the elements of all
true culture.

arat
o intecing, (nsamach e it riogsbeoes
ek the vario sud scoa-

, may b o

tovma (1) Dia

sected betmesn '

et . 11 angholy o} T et ol

ke i and donefor, o 4
irocon o

of the beautiful is one of the most lov:ly and
true instincts within us, ard we fancy rone will
deny thatit should be cultivated and fostered.
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eamest love of Nature, that are cvidenced by
the indujtrial populations of the north in their

local flower shaws.  Their hours of lcisure and
recreatioh they make of profit and service by
cultivating the small plots of ground near their

dwellings, and now-audays every pit village has

its batch of well tilled ‘and neatly-cultivated

gardens, whose produce. as czhibited avits! an-

nual shows would not disgrace many an expe-
* rienced nurseryman.
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