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EDITORIAL NOTIC
A Rerident Butcher” complaine that meat st for
wd In Conset morket by & persen {rom

The police shoutd look o this matter

|
Novcmie: |

THE TRAGEDIES OF URPETH AND
WINLATOR

Throughout all ages ...‘l nations, cultivated or |
uncultivated, human uature re:
the same.  Tho tragedy of Othello and Desdemonn |
finds it countorpart in that of Urpeth.  Aud

though wo trust the day is far distant when crimes
| akin to this, as in America, shall meot with public
sympathy and approval, wo confess we cannot
regard the act of Milner Lockey with the san,
feclings of horror and abhorrence as those with |

remaing_ owentially |

‘wln:h we contemplato tho munler of poor Baty. | Bitting ‘h=~|mhh"- o '-b

Indeod,

ar as tho evidenco gocs, thero secin
nothing to justify the groundless suspicions the |
unhagpy Ly entertained ; but

o e oon s o
e Rave no wish to palliate the act. The evidenco |
went to prove that it was |»nm«l|ul«| and the
munderous instrument provided for th
"Thin placed it out of the category of mansiaugh
a3 defined and contemplated by English law. But |
we cannot help thinking l|u' recommendation to
merey would at least have been far more appro- |
priate in this case than in llu other.  The latter |

purpo

of B s Quuty, | 8 8 case of coul villang excited by tho owest | iions
INERY, ke

motives of cupidity against the person of au un- |
|offending and defenceless man, his booa com- | in
| Panion, if not his fricad ; and the commission ol<
uch cfimes, for the safety of society, it is neces. ‘
| sary to repross and punish.  The example of the |

extreme penalty of the law, though doubted by

bappily deter others ; but wo donbt
the efficacy of any moral training or auy exeny,
| Plary puistment wholly to deter from the com-
mistion of criwes instigated by the hateful fiend
jealousy.

|
moments from the perpetration of
h a crime, onco posscssod by this spirit, | v
forgot the teachings of philosophy, the calm voics
of reasun, the authoritative voice of rel ion, and ‘
from every raak and condition of life lave affonded
too numerous examples of the insufliciency of
humu strength, fil'ing up a dark catalogue in the
page of history, or the more faithful delineations
of khl, tragic Muse.
respect to the case of Swmith a wmore
nnhlooulwnhel could not have beeu delivered. |
Ve are at a loss, however, to find in his case any
peculiar grounds for a recommendation to merey.
vt veported, whether truly or not we
hiave 1o means of ascortaining, that this was the
roault of  compromise ; two of the Durkam jury
standing out against the venlict from an ul.u-vhun
to capital punishment, were overruled or gained
over, or had their scruples satisfied, by e stipu-
lation of such a recommendation being appended
to their verdict. We can ouly say, if it te soy it
was an unjustifiable compromise, equally discre-
ditable to both parties. 1€ any man, from
liatity of views contrary to-the letter and spirit
of tho laws and of that publie sentiment of which
the laws are an embodiment, caunot perfor his
public duty in acconlance with his oath,—bis ouly
part, in cousistency with commou_huueety, is to
refuse to undertake that duty. If he conceive
the law of the land to be wroug, let it Labour by
all Iegitimate means to corrvet it 5 but while it is
the law, lot it not be thwarted or tampered with,
Some palliation for such conduct. uugm be pleaded
when forgery, sheep-stealing and oflier crimes
wero connected with capital puvishment. But
uow these Draconian laws are happily altered,
and only one or two of tho most heinous crimes
-pim od and man are so visited, we think it is
iudeda “straining” of merey to allow thoso crimes
impunity, or confound them with lesser forms al
guilt. If the minds of the jury were affected by
tho Engooious remarke of is counasy that St
did not procure his weapou for tho exprs objiet
of deatroying his uuhappy compavion, this very
i o our mindn ouly sdle tto the
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