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CHRIBTMAS.
Wirres has stolen s march on us this yesr.
Christmes geperally comes' befors the mov;
but this year the smow has come before

Chﬂm,ndthlnmmdﬁhhwt Christmas,

meture irruption of Jeouary frosta in the
middle of drear December have boerr neitber

few nor slight. In the first place,
preparations hsve 5o little effect on trade.

Tt gives  briskness to ol that we describo a8 a6
facy goods. Books, prints, and presects of|

‘all kieds from the okild's toy to the last
sdition de Iuzs of one of our Eoglish classicd
aro expected to go off at this season. But
nothings brings trade to sach a standstill as
smow. As'an instance, 8 Sootch cattls train,
with ita live stock for the London Christmss
market, was blocked up for seversl hours in
tho mow, 450 we san easily Jndge Aba effoch
of this on the quality of tho beef. In 8 word,
Christmas sod smow may fall in very well
together in tho calendar of romsace-writers,
but for thoss who havoto desl with facts a
open Christmas, or at least mild westher dur-
ing tho week of Christmas proparations, is &

condition of what they mean by a Merry [&
C

tmes. Asarule wo may my that the
Christmas holidays necebsitate so much extra
work among the large classes who eater for
pleasure in its thoussnd shapes that, theic
enjoyment of the after-season will depend on

the amount of the busivess which they bave | Sues

donobefore. Trade s on the whels, fairly
brisk, and, i€ we may judge by the display
in the shops, we may expect  fair and sctive
trade daring the Chiristmas holidsys. In no-
thing is the Buglisiman's charactaristioserions-
ess more scen than in the sad snd slmost
solemn way in which ho goes abouf the

‘business of holidsy-making. Meisno trifler Theologians

even about trifles. Down to stirring o plam-
‘pudding or preperiog for tho Pantomime

Bas o sad senso of tho burden of life. Ho
doos mot let the fun bocome either fast or

Froismerdt long agaemarked, movid ristement. |

1t is perkinps o use regretting it, for every
ation must have the faults of its qualities;
but it is & thousands pities that thece is not

alittle more gaicty and what tho,French |

call abandom in our pleasure-makiog. In oo
aspect Christmas ia inexpressibly sweet aud
sacred in this country. It is the feast of the

family affections: it is the heme-gatherivg of M}
ising and

one of the most.

¢ to the motive

$he curious concecaing
i eonnected

it s ¥ The word

ot 1o the it

Secvania dnd dopendesta had

it in ane aide ol for ooia to

temper sod ready servios, aad not in any masner
thersto, ' A word, by the way,

)
or mases for the souls of
N

this, in intention at any rate,
eved that in defunlt of such

5. Christmas {Box is understood
ed in some little seasonable feativity. aad

There may be Do

s tionjto
peo, hm-w-u ,, Toeo it
adly face ol maag's bisy Cit
maty & worl
rangle over (56 marlh of good werks;
i of

oal
wagldn't for the warld, take an;
Body’s mouth. Bo let mé atonce
lers, with most hearty
i ristmas, undertaking to
drink all yoss bewlihe %1 o brigiilag bumpee
‘punch upon the ocession of my Christmas disner,
By som fnscra takle uk.mn‘: Like other
lamities, do_come an extra-
Fs-ry machor. The simaltaceity of colliery

s cxplataed oo tha ground, of aimoy
tended to

races, tho descendants of sea-rovers and
Vikings. But for Christmas many Eaglis!

men would part with the last link which
‘binds them to the old folk at home. If-is
touching indeed to hear with wbat piety to
the traditions of Qld Rogland at Yule Tide
the Eaglishman tricsto keep up Mid-Winter
solemnities under tho blaring sunof & Mid-
Symmer Christmés ot the Antipodes; It is
abeurd o light up’ the Yule log in sn
Australian shanty, andto eet up o made make~|
beliove of misletoo sud holly and ivy under
othér skies and with different constellations.

8t this effort to keep up old traditions is « | lasders.:
link, between the Anglo-8axon race intheold | EHew "Heh ¢

country and inits dependencies. ~ “ o

) the
is coming,” and that Christmas comes. bat| i

once o year is o grecting ep familiar in
Melbourno o Auckland as in. Leadon. or
Tiverpbol:| A writer who Jately bas described
his uecount of New Zealand . uoder the
afttactivé title of * Brighter Britain” igins

© hmlet nota hihdred iilles from Au
They had invited half the country round ; from.
the lgéal judge down 4 the smallest”settler,
to their picnic a’ fresco, and the account pf
the feasting under fieroe heat and the attempt
. to relish roust beef whils the ‘buffalos
were watching them atross the river and only,

for ax' of
* “Pa” is infinitely diverting.”

g s of Brighter Britain/which rmake 3
gﬁm 612 country is not played out y: g

Foglishmen will bo jolly ss
fa Nis yoar tho Cbristmes falling
Monday, Yirtudlly meésnp that tws Sunds;
come togettir, axd the ‘consequence wust be
that:wa are to keep twn Baint Mondsys ‘sinee

are two Sundays consecutive. Ascord-

mas f6¢ & fow days will take the

our bones, sod make us genial,
i ulv;ntthygoﬂtho]d_ bl

first of the new.
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| Brs v Revenaw.—John Bell,-grocer, Consebs,
sued — and
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also of Coasts, Yo recover £4 odd o

4wo beta, viz—66 10 3 about Corry Ko
O-sarwitoh and 16 to 1 for » place.—1"
aettled ous of court.

WESLEYAN METHODIST QUARTEKLY
MEETING AT SHOTLEY BRIDGE.

On Monday last the quartorly meeting of this
circit was beld at Shotley Bridge. In cunsequence
of the almost irap: sssble atate of same of the rosds
the sttendance was amaller than ususl. = The Rev
Wi, Hare presided, being supported by Revs. V.
Tyas aod H. Smith, &c. The usual questions &8
# | 4 character, ke, wers gove through o the Joca

preachers’ mseting ; after which t
stow; and

inascial statement
stowards haviog to

o8
was rather unsatisfastory,

be pro- | report s alight deficiency of income. Of course,
that

this means that some, of -Hiib societies are falling
short of their duty financially.

46 nomination of the chiir, Mr. Backham, of
Lanchibnter, and s Richardson, of Shotley Bridge,
;;ﬂ‘hmypoix lrcuis the 5.

the atews ng evinced o bearty
manner in which they we ol i
iug will regret wheo, scoording to our custam, the
time comes for these gentiemen to retire. Mr B.
C. Foster, of Consett, was appoioted educational
secretary, and Mr Arthur Jackson, of Cousett, was

Consett, and James Palliser, Hiackbill, were re.
appointed auditors,
Mr Thomas Bwainstos, Cansebs, tressurer of the

od | worn-out minister and miuister’s widows' fund

ori..
this discusaion
missed & The cénversation terminated in &
s | decision to bold ¥ special bonvention for.all the{
office bearers in. the circuit, o be held after tea
the next quarter day at Blackhil
When we remember the

it to sy
ing sat down o an-excellent kaife and fork tes,
provided by the Bhotley frieuds,

A vote of thanks yas moved and sapported in
neat_specches by Messrs Buckbam, Haw, and
Musd; Mr Lax replyiog, in bis usual style, for
Shotley frieads, b

UNIVERSITY, EXTENSION. LECTUBEL
AT CONSETT. ,

Last Saturday evéning, a meeting of the general
committes’ and. olher * persons  interested _ in
the furtherance of the above ‘scheme, was beld in
the National Infants’ Bobools, Co
account ot the unfavourable state of the roads,
e | thero was anly o imjted sitendasen, Mr Jozathao

Priestman. J.P., vice-president of the committes,

occupis . "
Attet the miuntes of the previous moeting had
road, tho Secrstary (Mr Hyden) snpousced
that @ lelter had been réceived from Professo
i that Mr Hodgeon, who i

willing_to_give his course of lectures on *The
Niind 554 b wa wso o 2t Cossett e provicealy

arran,

Cousiderable discussion thereupon arose as to
whether » oourse of -loctures om- “ Politioal

onomy,” * The Mind sud’ how we use it,” snd
“The Postry of the last oentury,” or ‘Whether
two short coqrees of three lectures each, should be
given at Consett.

Eventually Mr ‘A, JAckson proposed - that the
courso of lectures on the subject originally fized
— The mind aod how we use it"—should be

it itre.
o Rev E. W. Juxxrxs seconded the motion.
The Chairman, Rev F. Steggall, Mr Scott, and
4 | otber gentlemen were of opinion that Mr H
waa not fally prepared to give his course oo **
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reachers met to consider the | |
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v T ae? m;m FRER MBTHODIST OBAPAL, BLACKRILL
4 NINTH YEAR OF ATTRNDING OONSETT. i O m‘.r:ﬁ &. ,..,'2';-.....::.:‘.1 22 a-omn-u:r..«.n.,.
OVEROOATS. Toeh llIl- v -1 N mwn,—whﬂ--:_m,
M A ekt BY peh OVERCOATS. cutality g el | 357 e Gureile: 3. Maoks, Do :"_""
e Akl "'M“ i OVERCOATS. -i:‘ﬁ::: e }i: L cownson, 7, Middie Wow, 3
OVERGOATE. et T el tviibing: and LT T A—— ;
‘h Esranzisxzp 1 %% | ovaacoars. :'-'-','..""-n..."uq--t‘:: COMMIBSION :;xlzlmnmm.
) OVERCOATE. ol o e wod Louaing G Ruber Pactey,
OVRBOOATS. Bory v sy Dop rom bt ; !
ARBLE AND WO0OD CHIMNEY \ BT L Yomte orivia e e 15, DRAN STREST, KEWCASTLE-ON-TYKE.
: T g oA e el |
KITCHEN RANGES OvEROOATS. i s, B Pt .
00 Ber-vr BX1E0T YROX), - ‘Worsted, he Pross WINS AID l?lll‘l‘
\TOVES O EVERY KIND, ovmooim. wTTLgIY el PO et St ey hone ke
S OVEROOATS. Trrties o wrlimied .F.s-n o Mosiy Birit to s r Sy o 4
ovamoots. Fr ki ‘pegal wek-soiored & . COLLINGWOOD STREET. s il obtaned permision freea
DINNING AND COOKE o ﬁ. L A8 s NEWOASTLE o T Se Sogpacay fothe seid Ocmpeny, wil be phosivaid
— ERT BROWN, METH N " o
HOT WATER ENGINEERS, IRONFOUNDERSB, &o., ovEonTs. oo wgEToN ¢ o0 AR OB inasiy AND 8ERDEEN, T i on mm‘_‘-lwml Sesmsery.
PEROY IRONWORKS, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, u.unnoxr{n U, NEW MARKET, ‘ST, ANDAEW PRBSHYTERIAN GHURCH,
Srow moous, 91, 93, AND 05, PEROY STREET, 91n “c”"",""“‘—"';_‘;,:"“"'-

% CHRISTMAS, 1883,

JOSEPH MURRAY,
TEA DEALER, GROCER AND PROVISION MERCHANT,
16, MIDDLE s-m'xn. QONSETT,

again tharking ublio of the District for. \bersl Pt bestowed o him during this
I’uy—-, o Yo, tat b v ok + T Mssortzaant of Goods of every dsscription &t hia
I-ully!l'hh. "As the old way of quoting prices la s0 mislesding to the Publio ihe Quality of
Goods betag only priced) he refrains from u-‘-,-num:b—'rq-yom Jjudge for yourselvee.

PLOUR—EXTRA SUPERS, PINES, MASLIN, WHEAT MEAL, ENGLISH & SCOTCH OATMREAL.
. BUTTBRS—DANISH, IRISH, AND AMERICAN, FRESH EVERY WEEK.
LARD—PURE BLADDER AND PAIL.

AXD BHOULDERS, CUMDEALAXD, IRto AND AMERICAN.
i CUT, FINEST QUALIT!
c?t'gﬂﬁmox. DOUBLE GLOSTHNS, DERE
ADDARS, GOUDAR, BDAMS, sk targs ot "RUBHICAN, ot all Prices,

ITIRS OF THE FINEST FICKINGS FPROM INDIA AND CHINA, BOTH
TEAS—ALL QUAL! ‘rl‘l o ! g

COFFEB, WHOLE AND GROUND, PURK, OR MIXBD WITH THE FINEST CHICORY.
CURRANTS. U nd
PISCUITS, CAKES, SEEDS, SPICES, FIOS, PRUNES, JAMS, RICES, AND TINNED GOODS
dmmummwnam‘m—ndud Gescription required in the Trade-

& AGENT FOR THE CELEBRATED BOTANIC BEER, h & 18 aod 36 Gallon Cesks snd Botdler,

CUMBERLAND

BACON, HAMS,

STOOK OF CHEES
I RNGLISH STIL

GOODS DELIVERED TO ALL PARTS OF THE DISTRIOT PUNCTUALLY.
NOTR THR ADDRESS»—

JOSEPH MURRAY, 16, MIDDLE STREET GONSL'IT

RABPBBLEY AND CATCHGATE STEAM AND WATER CORN MILLS,
NEAR ANNFIELD PLAIN, ru LINTZ GREEN,

GEORGE HOBSON,,

‘WEOLwALE AXD REEATL

MERCHANT, GARDEX AND EIXLD SEEDSMAN, GROCER
PROVISION MEROHANT, 450

HAS ALWAYS OX XAXD A -LAROE STOCK OF
LINSEED AND COTTON CAKES WHOLE OB READY BROKEN.

Mll.l-ll AND CORN

PURE

INDIAN MEAL, PEA MEAL, BARLEY MEAL, BOXINGS, SHARPS, AND BRAX.

Ax

OATS, WHOLE AND CRUSHED, snd FEEDING STUFFS of every Description. | ukpos

Taus Czresrarzn Exc_lnl.o Host'Fl'ln

Thoroughly ‘Clened by New and Improved Machinery, ‘Bpiced, .o otbarwiss, to order,

o‘:.nlurn.l
PERMANENT CLOVER AND GRASS
Agricaliuralists of

BEEDS has testel and approved leading
of the district u,v-a. o Dcayove yob oY

&F AGENT FOR CATTLE AND POULTRY SPICE. gy

PRICE -LISTB ON APPLICATION.

8259
CHRISTMAS! CHRISTMAS!!
M. ALMOND,
TEA DEALER, GBOCER, AND PROVISION MERCHANT,
"* 56, FRONT Sm, ‘CONBETT,
the present. ‘oustomers and the
:!:“m:";’"'u&m~amuwm‘“’uhm
NOW RECEIVED A LARGE STOCK OF GOODS FOR ‘THE FESTIVE SEASON,
P —— Rovor ..
AXD SHOULDERS."

YBBY DESCRIPTION, BACON,
G00DE—SALMON, BABSIT, SARDINES, LUNCH
TONQUE, BOAST NERF, 00RNBD BARY, JuMs, JELLINS, PIOKLRS,

gy
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PORT, IBIBIY, oumlx. ORANGE WINE, &o, 1a 20 PER B0OTTLR

Now Amemes e

. ATMOND, CENTBAL, GROCERY ESTABLISE

56, FRONT l!llll’. COXBETT. Rrsd

& G00DS DRLIVERED mm:mluxoua.ru.n or. nu counray.
-:‘nuh'-:-u mﬁ?:—&:/ BROOKS’
iPE MoI'TN.'. FELT 2-. Gn.
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WALTER WILISON‘S

& DISTRIBUTION AT COBT PRICRIT

BER wex, T
ER Un

‘Srocx,

BOUGNT WELL YOR CAMX.

xors

FINEST BACON, by Side or Half Side, -
TEA, of Good Quality, -
CURRANTS, of Good Quality, * -
PINEST LEMON PEBL, = - = =
FINE NEW SULTANAS . -
TAPIOCA AND 8AGO, ' ¥

greston.

THE ADDRESS:—

MIDDLE BTREET,

Per Lb,
T
.

.
4d.

5.
22 34. por Stove.

A32 a1 otfer Goody qually Chéup.
Kindly give your Orders sazly ia the wesk, Tho erush
will bo vory

yo.

& Sm- Huwiia you Puer Lur.

WALTER WILLSON,

THE 'WHOLBSALE GROCER,

CONBETT.
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THE CENTEAL PHARMACY.

THOMAS MILNER,

CHEMIST AND DRUGGIST,

A'lxnvéén AND HI
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