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LADY .DOROTHY.
A CHRIEI'IM-—OHOGT BTORY

Br RALLI wm
Astvar of “How _Detactive
Tho Bevetest el of Al bt

s Bride,”

CHAPTER ).
o “1 thok that wnlucky gt abouid fare b e
t Christmas of all

st

Jear Mrs. Vance, 1 am s sorry for
ot oind where | theep, If you woukd iihe

tha
ol gt hroagh e Fooma prseatly wilh me,
srings o pack everyboly o
ring at Chtistmas la, of ¢
t entalls & .m-
g ad hinkhng. 1 smon
e Stters for hitm
it & esipathetic arm round her

dly g with you disectly you are frer,
Y n.,: plsen Lonk worry e e s
et say,” murmwred Mre. Vancs o herself,
23 the buazriad off i searchs of her luusband, *that
alering that girl 12 an helress, and preity snd
wonder. Nt it

sroand bar, Perey o lncky
il 4 1 ot b s o
4id mateh for .. n
Sy e e pascud and favoucite
ks, wold, I the miarid eourse ot mmp,

g, 3 oo opport
et acqualntanee,

< and only child. Her father objected to

him. Hlis great

advantsgesly

. bo had

e .mu.m ey

5y, the younger sua, had appeared on

fownd e mars favour n Mis
other ; therefore,

ot aske, as he foadly hoped it would be.

Hartly Wore Cirlstmas Mr. Love' was unex-

Jovtelly sumncoed abmad o business, aad gladly

syt e Voo ofr otk chargool Gweoeth

that lady’s litle

wheine for securing the charming beircss for her

ot her eldest, aon,

“lustund's letters despatched, Mra. Vaaco

arch of Gwenoth to help her settle the

Aty point of fnding siceping accommodation for

tle niseroos guests invited to spend Christmas at

Evistinge Mauor, the old house that had been in

e Vance (acaily since the early days of the Stuarts.
1 was 4 quaint, rambling place, with Joag corido

wainsooted

hwunted the premises for over two b

7 family belonged to the lesizine peruasion
ardly an inmate of the servants®

ety m ho had known some-

brightened

1 the idday Deceinber sunabine, 1t was hardly

surpising that M. e -

beeping cares, forgot that such & shadowy

wii ealy supposed to exit, From Toom 10, room
« and Planaing,  settling,

Qs ok unmesd! Siomponss 08
the part of the hosteas was that an under

pew to the place, had carelessly neglected ..mu.,
o & bath, with the disastrous nence
140 Ledrooms w y rendered uninhabitable.

#d her companion,

witls her hand on a curiously-wrought door handle.

“Tam sure we Mv'm‘h&n in hero, or 1 should

Tave notie before.”

'lu there ? Dll' 0o, dear; we—we never use that
-Lun.nymnnp-wao ok, Who by thi

o turaiag. the bey—etlt with

the door. “It is a

g lul ,m, caly It scema o wast o il wors

Se lad umu { oot tavestigetion, - o

| closely-lald type that makes ono take
3 deauire in tapping o it with a high-heeled shoo,
Tha elatuoeatel

ety full length portrait of
lleh)hnneul tho Court of Charles 1.

o the picture and gazed at it loag

-m.m,

hu. B tat?” asked Gweneth at length.
- ‘ancestress

of the
as she came to

ide, and put her hand through b arm.
mmust settle this teasing

cried Gweneth 11 0 one

willing, 1 shoul

deary n\.mh«u“’w“ g

1" 53id her hostess burtiedy, <that vl

> 1 wmust turn the Coloael oat of his

n«m,mwmmhm e eill ot

‘"'-ln« ut for you, as you are 0a6 of his
Tourites,”

ved to bear tentimony
Lady Dorothy said; and,
strangest part of all, the marriage certificate Jiaelt
had disappeaied.  Lads

Lady Dorothy pined away benesth
of b grim 0 fathr.  Ho mocket st ber for har-
s.. teen ..uma by some low fellow dressed up to
ost—she—a Vanco—to let. hersell be
s deladod Ptiens o bl scorn, he never spared
ber,and at last she sy of a broken heart
~in_ this very room, declaring to the end that the|
oty rzl“luu was hidden somewhere i the
e father to believs her.
From hat s wight hee sprit 1s ankd S0 haumt the placs
rhere she brea roest assar.
o busband's loyalty o ber ding lipe.
Alu' hum( 2l bl my deur, 1 expect ‘you -m
bo read) take possession of the dressi
room toighten
But to her surprise Gwenoth remained fm to her
original intenticn. No one or seen the ghost,
she said, and evea it it did appear, what harm could
1t do ber, poor thing 7 All it did was to moan and
pray that e mighit bo done. I feel 50  intare
story that 1 should be really glad if 1
did see 1t," she conclut
S0 in the nd Mrs. Vance yielded.

CHAPTER 11
tad been littlo more than & week at
ke Manor when she ks brech the oy of
Lady Dorothy.  flarold Vance Ind arrived the ean
day aa hersell; and, as If some malignant fairy de-
termited that the course of true love should not run
ppeared to be in one of his noat
oods, and quite ready to resume the
Siraton Ut e bad camied on with Misw Lome
during waxed

- " e Lo lws angry, e

Tikea thanderclont as e owarily v
0 offr to Induce Gweneth o rturn 10 ber 010

~As she_ evidently preferred Harold's
society to his—eo let i She was a beartless
‘coquette, and could oaly bave been playing with him
in Scotland.

Netta Franklin, the girl whose inundated bedroom
ad coueed M. Van a0 much ansiey, tarned out
10 be as déxperate a little ¥ way as Harold
was in his. Small, wmm, "lie, of the china

was_quito willing

capabilitis io firting; and went at & with such

desperate eamestness that Miss Pranklin began
seciously turning over in ber mind the advantages
ind dimirustages of

cared more for
berself; and to see bim for ever by Netta's side, his.
dark bead bending clse to ber air ne—ic
a pleatant sight, aod
muu... lﬂllng\ o “peace 10d goodil o i
withia her breast.

5

ey had been busy all day, decorating the rooms,
helping Mrs. Vance with her e

dioner on the morrow, and whea the evening came
sbe felt tired A sad dovn-beasted.
i upto ber as she stood a little

‘oom, though she mmuwamm.,«.xm
doing 0. Lt me beg of

ahe aald, Vit o
ot e sid, withos i by o |
ook before her. i
"nllm.-q.uulunlmyldl Noutad The
tsing, and on stormy T
“The ghout o always w‘u. st
terrupted. 1 s qute aware of it e § am ook
afraid for -nuu:. Your timidity really surpriscs
me, Mr. Vance.
~0f course 1 m': t believe in that rubbish stout
ghost sngrily, “but on
e sorry mght al Kinds of strange noises
caused by Ui wind moing i the
from the position
aro beard more anywhero clso.
1 far, theretor, you will et your rest distus

is

- ng nervous, aruse

witching el by my screams.

2y nerves aro not casily ahaken. Thank you very

much for your kindly waming, but 1 am quita
terrors

resalve to brave tho & noctural visit from
Lady Dorothy.” ; :
“As you please, of course, but—but ¥ ean’t Lear

o sl alne o that rom on suen st a2
e bo s, carmenly. <AL least have your
with you.”

M&thmu aere is po
reed, I assure
mwxm-,wm

1o
“Certainly A EA

e wind howle
alsmally. § declare’] & 't bl Fike batting you &
Wby, W b the wery pcture of comtoet and. e
ady Dorothy

* Dese Lady Dorothy, pray take this low
atid Jet ua have & ooy chat togéther. § se

tades !
Oh' my dear child, don't
rf Al by
s A1 ehost, o v never wnid. ok you
e sure everything s
ged &5 3 With & glance round the
brightly 1it, comfortable rocm.

. deas Mra. Vanon (o
tormed the place most marvellowly. {

should hardly kv it for the same *
i th beight coonred ige spead o,
e pretty curtains s, aad the luxuriony |

dently the borrors of
been detailed o her witl

man? e

cace sr0 eocaigh to ke one' s

Moo ekl o sid b an osmars whiopen o8
she Urushod hat young mistrest's hair.

Wt ateaid, Mary, 1 am v

T o reivous T wld

iy roomto-night.
Bomething very like “The Lord forbid = dn
frvm e trmbling Mary's lipw; but Uveseh o
tendod not to

ot long afer the wald bad departed & gust of
witid ahook the eid house, and & low sobbing wail
went cchoing down the laug corridor.
tarted back with & shiver of fear.

o said; “it s ouly the
11 bate o light In iy

arule, T think | will keep one of Mary
Tights burning.” When the last candle was
guished she drew upa big easy-chair to the fic,
and, warmly vrv-[-y-l or

Ve drom

mased g over har Lover, and b

50 wan 7o prumg; 09 prowie o0 oo Lady
Dorothy.  Poor Lady Dorotly—she had suflerel
bitterly, cruclly.

Toe wind again. What a fearful, long drawn
wail; aliost like the cry of 8 human creatare in
pain!  Again, and yet s it was fomal; bat
was it the Wi t that they bad told

Ter Aot th s of ampatah heard i Gt o a4
ight 7

Lavoluntarily she looked across to the wall oo
which the picture bung. It vas pone! In it place

a dark cavity, as if a piece of the waiusoo!

Rad sid back: and tanding toride It was 3 1

sight Bgur, clad la a bng Usck cliogiag, dros
v face was convulssd with

4, tho fentures wore 1 ad drswen, bt atf it

¥as the Lady Dorothy Vance of the plcturc ;
Lady Doruthy ould fancy
sorrow and e thoie
ber proud, Fascivated,

gazed at the figure Leforo ber. The
filled with its piteous wwoans: it wrung |
poloted o U ojen pancls'Ietind it Nned it

clasped lards as if invohing heaven W witness the
gl et expross.  Grwene
sprang o b foet and ek out cr arms Fplaringly.
Bpeak lo me, speak,” sho cried “1 am ot
Ydknow g lure come tock

Stiadowland 1o an 2 tor sou
et 1o i e papnr that will Gonvince i
o see 1. that.your huand was & Lrecicared,
honourable geatieman. Bt if you 4o ot (el me
bt it is you wish me to do, how can Tholp you 74
Again the sibbing wail Allcd the room ; again Ui
s o ot low s |
ruised it clasped lands
eairiog!y o ek 0 1 weari ot il 1
vehrmence
“Tell me, tell me what it s you
Gweneth. “Indeed 1 will help yor i 1 can.”
In her cameatness she tried to clasp the weeping
It fadod from her touch: there
ouder burst of lamentation, 1,
flled with it then » long
Gweneth found herell

can, eried

s Ut the picture
twas it fancy, or &
trick of the light, that secined to inake the slightly
open ? The words: *Rewember, you
were sighed forth,

Bave promiscd—"
words ; above her, around lier, maddening in their
reiteration.

“1 cannot bear th od the gl despeatly.
“Percy, help me! * Ilu roles e bigh tad clas
above the tumult of
“Gweneth, what
Tam here.”

Oh! the comfort of fecling those strong arms

around ber, of hearing that human voice, decp with

the atemlty ofthe et s shock it e 8.

fow momenta she elung sileutly to him,

ongig to, Kow what Ehosly expeicnces

the trasbling el bad sndergone, war flly live
comitor . two 'clock

57 "Xy darlng, my belored,

upin  fr ru it e b throw, o
Mo wtber, and burriedly explaised the
‘nature of his errand. he beard the
et in the hauntod o lnby ercll m;mm‘n ’
God besemy soult L sbould think she wess, pooe
ild. What did she sec ? Wlat did Lady Dorothy
TS Pridently the 913 Colnel was & Ar beiever
fa s asly gt Then tho bt fating gl Loy
Mra. Vagce's mother) aroundher, and It
taea 1o the Hirary
. uﬁ:lruﬂy rnwndla tell the

story of Lady Dorot
“The Colonel wumum b thes, asd
foqel st oot et sl oy Jovel
to-morrow,
i search mlm e u:hlml
P
y\hln(. st o inny aot Bare 14 the
ily ghost ? Prety creatures Lidy inohy (the
“'" ot “varly loved a pres face). Sad
at

‘will lose roscs sitting
ek bl o with you, wife S Tl Gt s

o during the night o
e Mist Love woull pever have taken refuge in

bara

trart

4 on bis
| e

% preserves {he b boen away during e
Iatter part of Gweneth i

“Parey,” sbho o

1 came your door suddenly
few open 1241 Bygur came cut. f don't beleve fa

othy wears black,

murmured Guwensth,

et w10 sy i ot
P L araigiepiy el Rl o
s e i o
i oo
ek
Lo s e oo
i 1 e b e n

arl iooked a0
triptencd than U 1 |

douens,

replicd
Selievs that

thou
tious) ; wall,
Dothing convines you Uh
wivid deeam ?
N

3, even you will bl
My darling girl, 1 Leiie:

oaly I put it dowen to a vivid
from the Land of Shades.

Ko Tour taher Lo-day, s sk bl couset to cur
o otil we hear from him, you wor
nlhrrwh my father and mother knew of it, would

you not
They (m—

and be
"a glance

with Netia Pranktin, What made sou do it, Perey ? 5
“To panish you, dear, for Birting arold.”

“AN! you wero all wrong over that. 1 never have
{airted with him since 1 weat to Seotland. 1

season: e is 10 beight and good-

I have always thoroughly

after 1 met you in

Tfelt that 1 did it care for anyone else to
what are you doing!

you really

pay me attentious. - ercy,
come in and see
ke thit”
“You let me Kiw you in the  corridar last night,
dneling, " b Suid with his ari el rusod ber.
“Besdus | s o rigcucd o kgw wiat you
> know clearly, at leas
n shal®, you would havo welcomed c
-jary il o latoad o 5y b s o the
me cue kiss, Gweneth, and [ will st

were doing —

“There goea th
toobad to nm, o bet

2. Percy, quick, let me go. 1tis
whea you know the Colonel
as

the panclling Yefore
7 as he sill held her fast. “There, th

e tmcad i chaek gy wih b Ve, o
fiod, leaviz tense thankfulness
(b fron héncolorths o would be bis very own £
love and cherish,

Directly atter lunch the Colooel marshalled his
forces, 354 lod the way to tho haunted room,
Harold and Percy carsfully lowered the Leavy
ture to the mund\wd 0 began tapping the punrh
thus exposed to vie

"ll is hollow hﬂe. most certalnly,” exclaimed

4 prescatly, ressed anxiously
Towand o e

forw
ing. o v lifiod  ssal tn b fhocn

And
ita hidiog place. “The certificato is. there, Lady
Dorothy = tell me o last night,” she
whispared to P

Cotpasl Vance, scarcely loss excited than bersef,
laced the box on the table, and after some little

dalay o forcog the lock proceedsd to inspect the
Toare wes Japers with Loog lss of

letters and aad, in

ery bottom, the  missing.

- Plesse, Colonel, may she bo pat In ber
lace again ?”

e g teticr thoroughly search the rocess

first,” s33d Mrs. Vance, taking a candlo from ane of

But_there,

the panel

Lady' Doruty ntarsd’ o e o4

1

'8 quick ears had caugl
drew ber conclusions accord-

soul, child! 1 belleve you are
fad

bless my
u.w ¥ancy you being the it to
l’ﬂ‘ % ance smiled to herself, but said

“Biw e Je it e pleturs wua Jet 6 s
" asked the lady

Kt nigh's exorence, T exiect o T wil g0
nwll

irigt

1 o

i o

\1. Kresio,

vy He
M Dark wes
wia carried.

ot me

would
Plass betag sen

}mw of

.

been ¢

‘on Dy

Sihen gobcar
dorts an

Otber Ros:
N Lo

between your

on Biarch s

rich

nkm

onsett Guard a
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for you.'

years

isin th
{onient lace o

The Surveyor (Mr
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il b brore 700 Tor st
am, gentlemen,
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a dark.
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E i WEEL o sk the pecple to sty

oght there

b i the

1ot the
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Son felt aa A gheets wore

weicoma for

(1 Tnapetior e
weea (he Joint owos

i they refuse, taat the
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i which to gt the aebpt

the ashpit
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