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MEETING OF OWNERS
PAYERSyIN THE TOWNS
BENFIELDSIDE.

A meeting of wners and retepayert in the town-
of Beufeldsilo was Eodd on Friday eveaing, in

Temnersmmdtoll, TanticLiside.
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EDITORIAL NOTICES.

Ty Consett Guerdian of next week will eontain the
st portion of an entirely
NEW AND ORIGINAL TALE,
written expresly for this paper.

]
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Sonenit, vhores imications aro requested

e
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MTm’mAY DECEMBER 7, 1867,

TO OUR READ RS,

To many of our readers it will now be known

that the Consett Guardian has undergone
transfer, and that henceforthit will bo in pro-

prieto staff, and in all its arrangement,
& purely local paper.

In introducing it under the now regime, we
trust that our readers will bear with usin any
defects which may be obscrved in it first iseue,
and we think we may redsonably cxpect their
indulgence when wo tell them that tho transfer|
did not take place until Wednesday evening.
It is essential, therefore, that as publicists
we offer & brief outline of our position our
‘purposes, and our policy.

Firstly, then, we are not so-vain as to flatter|
ourselves that n recasting the Consett Guardian

_we aro on the eve of supplying the great want
of the ige, or even of our locality. We really.
do not for & moment imagine that the advent
of our paper is the ono thing necdful to prevent
Consett relapsing into primitivo barbarism.

With whatover unction castern monarchs
hear their cunuchs aing

to load us
to o think that tho slvation of Contet and the
district ‘hangs on the breath of the Guardian.
However, taking o retrospect of our local
progress,—indulging & calm survey of the
position that Consett now occupies as a centre
of commercial industry, —considering the many
interests that have of lato years become inter-
woven with its destinies,—wo think it offers
great facilitics to the success of our enterpriso.
Again, knowing the influcnce that Consett
now possesses in the domain of politics—

experiencing its vest expansion in religious| 4t

Yife, and in its ecclesinstical relations—we are
permaded that, for en organ such as the
Guardian is now intended to be, there is an
ample fleld for labour and for life.

Yet again, the Consett of to-day is not the
Consett of the past. There was a time within
the memories of men yet young, when, scat
tered widely spart, a fow wretched cottages
alone relieved the dreary solitude of Consett
and its confines. Thanks to skilled enterprise | i
and to the genius of a skilled labour, where

once the shrill cry of the plover and the cur- | uaasinouly

lew alone broko the silenco of the heath, may
now be heard the hum of a vast industry,—
‘where once, far as the eye might reach, it fell
upon & cheerless wilderness, may now bo seen
every symbol of that commercial and civic life
which underlio the welfare and permanence of | 3¢
~England.
Closely following in the wake of a centred
Iabour came the clements of a higher social
Something less than twelve
g0 the moral and spiritual darkness
{!ngmﬁt formed the text of ccelesiastical
dignitaries, and of the lesser lights of tho
Church. -~ But however great the spiritual
darkness might be, it was then equalled by
the physical darkness of the locality. In a
fairly centralised population of over twenty
thousand, light amongst our fourth estate was
Yimited o the fecble brilliance of a farthing or

halfpenny dip, whilo in the upper circles of ,5_.,

the district, beauty and fashion shone beneath

the doubtful glmu of composites or paraffin.
Local genius laboured—a gus company was

formed, and since then our somewhat bronzy

‘population have enjoyed the sweet privilege of | part

looking at each other after sunset. Prior to |
the success of the Fhotley Gas c«mpany, it
had gt occurred to us that of the “great
"'ll'uhcd" e formed a powerful element.
Iu fact, up to that period water was best
nown in Consett under its compound ;m-m-
of . Beer was everywhere;
v-hb::u“:my yras limited to the huckster | 2
with his barrel, and subject to his caprice.
However costly beer might be, it was at that
‘Pperiod often more readily accessible than water,

‘and—possibly through sheer ignorance of our (K¢

iy |and interests in our popul

.m,m}mm ever find the Consett Guardian to
Yet, we are not ignorant of n.-‘)n.u tat i {7

s | favour for themuelves, aro ever ready

ics the legitimato i

[e0d fo some ot reasem eertainly had more |
sttrctions than the thinner aod gentor ef.
{meat.  But, progremive genius ‘was again |
| qual to the emergency, and, in the formation
[/of & water company, culminated. in & nitary |
umlx.1.m Sinco the advent ef those two

every paming year has advanced )
ady pym  of Conscttin all the agen.
| cies that elevate eivie ife

mprovised review,
will not permit us to enter upon the
“W”. of our local civilization,

|the wdvancing fucilities for edueation, in the

mn,y.,q in

mization, and in the last |
triumph of united encrgy—our local parlia. |
ment. o these results of popular .1mmk

shall in future articles devote a wider
tnd analysis.  Meanwhile, wo aguin
| merely suggest that ull thie varicd clementy

| ment wo
\m cinm

ation are so many |
| Fuarantecs of good-will and material support
|to & thoroughly honest and fearless loeal
newspaper, ond such, wo trust, the pu)vhl

social, as in wnimal, life therofre “dogs in
the manger” who,

, incompetent to win public
to pre-

vent public fuvour being enjoyed by atficrs
Snarling curs!—feom them we, wluu{;‘mur.
- them wo offer no apologies, it Yhem o
bandy no compliments.  Against them we
shall pursuo the wise policy of the Russia
general, Svwanzow, who, it is said, ut the
sicge of Ismail, by drilling his “awkward
squad” in his shirt slceves, subjected himself,
to the ridicule of hin superfine officers.
“They ol they fcr. i phrses

y ¢ toah the

In Local Foliticn, the Comntt
shall never be an organ of the exclusive
intervats of o party, nor of the domination of a
clique, but will at ell times bo the truthful
and independent cxponent of popular well-
being and progress.  Unawed by the vulgarity
of fction, undoterred by the prejudice of class,
it shall ever bo untrammelled in the advocacy.

ondias wi

Tocal wrang.

platform of political achools, the motto of the
Guardian will be—a wise and regulated frec.
dom, coincident with the natipnal intelligence
and virtue.  Advocating a policy which recog-
fluence of every estate

of aristocratic privilege, as of the despotism of

" Guardion

of local right, fearless in the denunciation of
the

clo
u National Politics, ignoring the limited

of tho realm, it will Be equally the opponent |

| growth of papular intelleet, o our increased | sung
e | religious life and ¢
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of thought, the columns of the Guardian will
everopen.  Tho organ of man's reason, it
shall mever be the oracle of man's wrath
Ministering to 1o vulgur scandal, it shall ever
& chaste and truthful exponeat of the local
intellect, & medium for the development of
local genius,

Pure in thought, maseuline in tone, we
trust that the Consett Guardian may ever be
found suficiently muscular and interesting for
the home of tho artizan, sufficiently cultured
for the circle of cducated opinion.
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