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FRIDAY, Fasxlzr 10th, 1682,

“QUEEN'S SPEECHES.”
Or course, the term “ Queen's Speech” has
now become altogether s conventional ex-
pression. It is very loog sinoe the sovereigns

of the British Eapire had avy pérsonal shere |

in the comporition of these addresses ; and it
moome o long lime since her present Gracious
Majesty diseontinard tho: practios of herself
reading st Westminister the words put into
her mouth by ler Ministers, Itis trué that
in the course of tweuty yeary the Quéen has
made an oecarional exception to her rule of
personal silence and absence on the opening
and closing of the Legislature ; but in this
matter exoeption has been 8o rare as only, in
the words of the adage, to “prove the- rule.”
But, in spite of the lack of that charm which
Hor Majesty's prosence aad voice used to give
“to the dryest of these nomiaally _Ny,l
oddrpsses, the | British people’ cling ténsér-
* vativly to the form iu which'the Parlismen.
AREPID

tary p o pgots of 1
havel coule to be ‘east by thie working of our
peculisr constitution. No one efpéits’'to
learn anything of  importance now-a-days
from a Queen's Speech. Most of the facts
adverted to in the formal parpgiaphs of what
is rather o document than a speech, are
already well known, and have been amply

di ; and even the official prograwms of
comihg legislation has usaally been entirely
forestalled by in

3 papers.
People know beforchand every subject that
must be touched wupon-in' a forthcoming
Quean’s Speech, and they wre  quite prepared
to find that nothing 'is added’to their know-
ledge by what is said on any matter. Still,
a ceftain kind; of importance is sttached to
these' state formularies ; so that, when it was

PARLIAMENT.
THE QUEEN'S SPEECH.
The Shird somicn of tha teath Pastiament’of the

s summarily as Mr. Bradleugh
sitting, there would be no need to-tsmper wi

Parlismentary procedure, and the Cleture

‘bone of. contention i

ised or sny other form. ‘At any rate,
ve for atime reached the end of what is
called the “ Bradlsugh", episode; but the
significance of what took plach ‘on the first
night of the session cannot
and it is clear we &Tecn the eve of stirving{wwakened x

i
ki
EE

;
{

Lat us hope, for the sake -of human nature - :
that thers is some exaggeration in the report
of a sheet of paper saturated with some
detopating chemica! haviny

it.
Ministry Mr Forster is the last who should be
a;o.ed to such treatment._ phrase | coct
““Buckshot Forster” is brutal enough; but
to follow it up by an ingenious plog of the
kind referred to soems to be too far-f

1t snnihilstes the Nihilists nod explodes
faith cven in the gunpowder plot. T

is, that we ‘nevér know whet]

,’n eggs are hatched sccording to, nats
or ont i L of
Syt g
it is to detect plots always find esoughf
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On' the subject of the Clotére we may
notice a_suggestion which, coming
Thomas Hare, who has fought the
the representation of minorities, will probably:
garry woight with the minority. He shggests| v
that members should be allowed to record their|
dissent and the reasons for it on the rolls of|
nse, inﬂlo;ncwnyu'.hnpoem

di'vidon-lilt;p:n! it would offer some small|
consoldfion to an outvoted minority.
debate, however, is for the divikon-list, and
ority of X% embers speak to the Repor-
and  their constituents in the

will come from this proposal.

the matter to arbil
of the Board. H

d praisa form. the complemsnt perta of

thos bebatifal pruyers and singh

sumotired a little while ago that Parli .

Beesibn of '1882'would be' openéd without a

an*'a Speech, strong protest was utfered
Silonai P Bor

,.
3

|, Teunton &nd Westminster arc both un-
represented at the same time,

it

against the p Per-
haps| this report was put out as a feeleg, to
ascerfain what would be the public sent{ment
with( regard to the suppression of Queen’s
Bpeeches, At sny nz:,-}'z perved the pi
of etoking & good deal of public opinion

ingt interfoience with ti -mode-
of prgccdare. Infact, when the advisability
‘was mooted of abolishing an alleged useless

formality, ‘twnzoncepuod’nd‘ that some
other H of i ) declashtion wedld

0] Sir Charles Russell has had to |

resign his seat as junior M

minster on account of ill-health, and |death,
A el

more
off Bir William Palliser, tha well-
ist, who for some.time had a
seat for Taunton., Neither of these two
embers sde any mark in the House,
although o military matters Sir William,
Palliser was listened to with attention.
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the old mode, conventional and artificial ds'it
ate the

has become. We lmow how to

character of ‘' Qaeen’s* §geech, from our li

familiarity with fopmer such documenté ; but
wa,abpuld, pather form @ j udgment on a
mercly Mi isl manifesto. It is question-

able, indéed, whether' our rnlln‘ en | i
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by having ta deliver the apmi:g'l.ﬂdreue

of the session as ¢ g

y
from ' tHetmsélves, and eertainly the cheuge |*

would not enhance fhe respect paid, to ze
formal communicatiol. { Some irreverent flks
Ay, in politiss] and..logical criticism
on Queet's Bpeeches, ‘as others would on
forms of prayer put forth by the Azcyy

or Caxxxepoay; but ta most people m

»
s
& kind of solemnity about the mwﬂy Th

nimple periods of & Qeen’s Speech. o
actual curiosity with regard to such a com-
ponition iv rot to learn What Ministers have!

say for themselves in'regard to their past

eonduct and futare irtedtions, but what thiy i
will in this respect pyt in words which t| the Gu
b

least adopted as hed bwn by the Sove:
‘We have had in therecess, andshll a?ve in
the sersi ough 'sf 1@:5;:;;.“,1 ratory and
argumgrft oo’ Tk curtént subjects ‘df interest ;
but' 'we/ are ‘most anxious to knew how de-
_ fence and - promise would lmk'w!en reduced
toa lated statem om'which rhetorical
flights are supposed to be staiotly excluded.|
To formulate the.policy of. & Ministry within’
the average compass of a Quéen’s Bpeech is a!
more arduout tesk than even, speaking lfulf @

‘dozet’ eqlimns of the Zimes with np
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