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PURITY OF ELECTION. .

Oxe of the subjects indirectly pointed at,
though not actually mentioned, in the Qv
Specch, was the ballot.  We wer only told,
it is true, that Her Majesty would recommend
the re-uppointment_of the Comuiittee on Pz
liament wnd Municipal Elections; but that
Committee hus  wlieady  taken  abundant
evidence, and will probably now meet only to
druw up its report, a principle feuture of
shich will doubtless be tho recommendation
of the ballot as an expedient for procuring
freedom of clection. The bullot is no longer
a party question.  From beiug a hobby of a
fow extrome Radicals, it has been aceepted by
the mass of moderute Liberals, and is now
even advocated by many Conservatives, while
scarcely any one protends that it could do any
harm.  Not only do we find Welshmen clain-
ing protection agaivst their landlords, aud
Trishmen uguinst the priesthood or Feuian
Ribbos Orgunizations, but Conscrvative wor
ingmen in English boroughs e actually
asking for protection agaiust the intimidation
of their Radical fellows.  Truc intimidatioin
lu shapes is forbidden by law; but itis simply
impossible to prevent it by legislature cnact-
ment.  After giving the vote against the
swishes of his cmployer or landlord & workman
or tenant gets notice to leave, but the law is
somewhat ludicrously evaded by the victim
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