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THE HEROES OF AARTLEY.

The duty arising out of the calamity which for |

the last fortnight Lias boen in overy onc's thoughts |
and the all-engrossing topic of conversa

» three-fold order. Upwards of four hu

widows aud children bave beon deprived of those | Iocality, we. uaderstand

¢ the steongest and dearest
and support ;_public | &
loclmg wonld be shiocked and outraged by leaving
Hhiese destitute and bercaved ones to be cast upon |

tho warld cold charity for & mofel of bmad ; | 1

- the community feel
an obh,;nuou roating upon Ilm\\l 45 provide for
their “..u. to staud, s0.far as itis posible for
them to do so, in tho room and hz.m of the loved
and (hn]ml, and this obligation, we doubt not,
they will fully discharge. Then after caring for
those who aro the

ictin

unique in its cliaracter and unprocedented in its |
oxtent, something elsc surely remains behind. |

Those who aro exposed to the like perils as the
r fllows who perished drom tho postiferous |
hoke damp, deep down in the recesses of Hartle
Colliery, must not be left without that forter
‘protection which experience as shownto be fudis-
pensable to their safety. The readers of Mr
Smiles” Life of George Stephenson will remember
that when that celebrated engincer was brakes-
man at Killingworth Collicry a fire broke out in
tho low seam.  Georgo Stepliensou was first aud |
foremedt in a band of gallant fellows who has-
fened, at the risk of their lives, to the rescue of |
their comrades. Ono of his companions was a
man named Nat Keppel, and as they were search
ing for the bodies of the dead (for here thero was
3 horible Tolocaunt), ot waid to bis friend |
“Can_nothing bo dbne o preveat !
these terrible accidenta 1” Stepheuson replicd that
he thought something might be done. * Then,”
repliod Nat, * the sooner the better, fde our
miving operations are killing men.’ Tho saying
Tived in sup»m.mm umn.\ “and it brought foith
wa the result of the fi
Aud shall the
be .\u.m.a to

appalling devastation

 unimproved? Bumanity shrinks from
lity of such an outrage to the bigher
We lave, or

and better feeling
at least ought to have, as a contemporary forcibly
puts it, two doors to our houses, and no pitmany,
hercafter ought to bo left with only ono meaus of
escape in caso of any accident which may rouder
ecape necesary. True, such a catastroplie as
that which now calls forth these remarks may
2ot ocent fo the next balf century, but casualtics
“ate continually arising which render two shat
in some instances essential, in others ~desir-
able, and hea bility
of that callicry owner, who from motives of greed |
‘or economy, false economy, permits the ‘possibility |
of human beings being shut up it: & seam of coal,
Hhiere helplessly and hopelessly to lay down to die, |
without rovidiog Wat ollwr ontlet by which |
Shei liven might be saved. Time will of course
secossary to siuk the um\«.\ additional shafts,
but .muu;, should be lost in setting about the |
work.  The coal trado ought not to wait for com- | &7
pulmry lugu.hlm mossaros ; let them show Sir |
rgo Grey that they know their duty in this |
et and sro prepared voluntarily and cheer- |
fully to discharge it, hoedless of the cost. [
‘Then haviug provided for the future both as it
respocts the fumilies of the sufferers, and tho secu- |
rity of those whose lives are imperille whatis |
called ““the single or brattice shaft system,” |
Hhere is certainly another ~obligation which | I
prosses upon the commuity, Who has not
T, with feclings of livelicst _dmiration,
the devotion and heroism of thosenoble men who,

1o day, a1 Anight to ight, firstin secking torescue
the poor men imprisoned in the bowels of the
earth, and then, when lopo had fled, and the
sd reality could no Jonger cither, bo doubted or
disguised, ia bringing their corpses to the bank,
$0 that they might have the decent rites of Chris-
tian burial. Wo need not recount the dangers
which they incurred, from the falling of earth and
stones, from the rixing of tho deadly stythe, from
painfal aud prolouged labour, from coutact. with
$hio bodies of tho dead, already laid for ten days
in their temporary charnel houso—all these perils
wero uuhesitatingly undergone, and happily,
those who thus went with their lives in their
haods wore providentally presorved. But such
Tierolsm ought not to pass. without eulogium or
reward. 1t cunobles our common nature, and
eserves to be held up to admiration aud imita-
tion, - Tho Bishop of Durkiam struck a responsive
chord when, at the Guildball meeting, headverted
with manly eloquence to the hauds who, when lie
apoke, were doing such good service in the sacred
sa of bumavity. Glad are we to find that
those gallant fellows are o receive something more
substantial than cheers aud praise. 1t would be
& shame indeed, a5 & correapondeat of one of our
wnumyomm- "sayn, if wo allowed theie_conduct
to pass’ amny as ‘s niue dayy! "ﬂnder," with
notiiog more. e, Thowas E. Fonter, the
emineut viewer, has taken steps "'r Pproveuting
this scandal attaching to the coal trade and the
cowmunity at large. He has commenced a sub-
peription for tho purpose of preseuting the sinkers
‘and others, abont forty in number, with a silver
medal_each, to whicl, there is no doubt, a purse
of gold will alsd bo annexl. ~Already, & goodly
sum has been raised. We appland aud commend
the mm‘mxmf. The two subscriptions, although
collected and managed by different, persons may
e ‘properly go haud-iniand together, Woshall
beglad to reccive any sum on this sccount, and
Band it over {o the treasurer to the fund.
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