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OUK MILITARY KESOUKCES,
W bhave found some cynical persons inclined
20 snoer at the fuss that has been made sbout
se0diig ot to the Foudan what they are
Plessed to call a paltry force of some soven
thoys: d men. And, certaialy, if aoybdy
mad. it his busiess to read all the small
detuils thit sppear in the newspapers uoder

the feadi g of “The Reinforcements,” he | 3

might be lead to suppse that the military
offlcials were making 8 grest stir ovor s
compurativuly small matter. But it ir not the
oftcials who sre to blame, if anybody is. Just
the samo &1t of bustle would doubtless have
had 1o be made in this country at any former
time, or would now have to be made in any
other eountry, in preparing o force of soven
thousaud men with all their wilitary bsggage,
armaments, ammunition, and stores, for &
©-sea-vosage of soveral thoussnd miler, to be
followed by u desert-march of some hundreds.
The ouly difference, now and here, is that
newspapor reporters are running about every-

where, observiog tho smalleat details of the|

procediogs, and jotting them down in pars-
groplis for their joursals. And we cansot
blame the papers for publishing these petiy
items, wll of which aro of interest to persons

having ratives or fricads in the corps or  hesteti

detachiments roferred to, while among. the
readers of any paper thero may be numbers o!
such pessons specially interested
persgraph o another.  All the
reader” hat to o is tu skip the mivor items

and limit bis attcation £6 & general view of the | an
preporativns. He will then, perhaps, recognise,
that as we bave slrealy more than twelve
thousaod men in Egypt sud the Soudan, it is
Bot such a petty schievement to seud out seven
thousand more in & week or two. That wil]
make s.mo twenty thousand of our troops
engaged in that region ; sad if to thess we
add the European garrison of India, sod all
the garrisons of our smaller posscasions, it

. would be found that we-tnd ¢ nsiderably over : - 4 puk

2 hundnd thousand soldiers on service abroad,
without counting tho nnh\u armies of India
and the local forces in
The exeess over the usual dm.nd. for foreign
scerice must necessarily be provided for by
exceptional measuros, or rather by the special
measures devised to meet such an exigency,
as we ouly kéep in the United Kingdom a
limited nupber of regular troops, just sufficient
o accomplish the three purposes of furnishing
reliefs to our-{oreign possessions, of preserving.
the peace at home, und of securiog us against
sudden attack from abroad. As many of our
home-stagiog battalions are depleted to make
up the out-geing ones to war strumgth, it
becomes necessary, in the first place, to all out
a portion of the Army Reserve to make good
deficiencies in the ranks of the'regulars. 0[
Rese:ve meu we have fifty thousand, but shall
only want o fow thoussnd for our present [?
purpose.  Then, to replace, not men abstracted
“ from battalions left at home, but whole
battalions seat ubrond, wo may fied it requisita
to call out u few tattalions of Militiatien,
probably not exceeding one-twentieth of the

whole force. The number of such battalions | 4

required will be the smaller because son-
siderublo portions of various Voluuteer corps
have offercd themselves for garrison duty, and
theso detachments can bo eusily formed into
administrative battalions, or be sct to garrison

duty wacre only detachments of battalions aie E

required.
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