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THE AMERICAN EXPLANATIONS

‘We were able o announce last week the surren- |
der of Mossrs. Slidell and Mason and tho conse- |
quent scttlement of our dispute with America. |
To-day we publish the official despatchies npon the |
rubjoct—Earl Russll's domand. for roparation, |
Mr. Seward's claborate reply, and Lord Russells

point is: Did Wilkes effect the eapture in confor-
mity with tholaw of nations 1 It ia just bero,” | 11
sags Me Sovard, u.n “tho difficulties of the-easo

ogin,” and it

pasees it Inmnnuu-n:y and bad logic. Tn
the limits assigned to this article, w cannot fol-
low the hon. gentleman through the flounderings,
contortiont, and irrelevances of his volumineus
epistle, Buffico it to say, that having satiafied,
himself um ths mon were cout 1

perfoct right to

Captain
ture not only o Sk e ool i whidh
tdey wero mailing, aad subfect her to & pro-
wonion I Admiralty,—whero if his rowoping b l
correct, she could hardly have excaped conder-

ficod the interoats of his officers and crow in | eooa
the prize,” and that, moreover, * it is of the very |
mature of a gift or a charity that the g fa

Last wock wo inadvertently neglected to imert, |
e Watans ot aget for e, Beadburs's
bo of

b founq adectned skvigs e ]\ru"mm
evtabiihment ot

wt-here that Mr Noward sur- | bas a

»large
on an exteurivo bosines.
Braxcutaxo Luap Works. — The Rov. D.
Capper, in order to fmprove his estate aod beneft his
tentey, s now ng at bis own cout & line of

| nfter the exercisq of his benevolence 1 past, recal | trosicen and i

or modify ita benefits,” the Amorican Govern
| meut will not clai to hold a part only of a prize, |
tho whifo of which, but for the * inadvertency of | o

it
us that tho prisoners shall bo * cheerfully liber. |
tod"—tho amount of which choorfulucss, by the |
ny, is showd by the parting fling ho bestows upon |
it tho threat that *if tho safety of the Usion

‘ required the detention of the captured persons, it |

would bo the right and duty of this Government |
| to detain them.”

And s storm has blown over. Thoconduct
of the American. Government in this affir is not
| caleulatedto excite citheradmiration orrespect, b\\l
Eael Rueell has very properly accopted the

ican
e despatehof Earl Russell, in which tho cirenm- |
stancos of the outrago upon the Trent are set |
forth, has the merit of brevity and conciseness, is | ¥
courteous, but firm and dignified. The facta of |
the caa, s sommusictad 4o the Adminlty by
the mail agent on board, aro narrated, and i

Tordship asserts that they constitute an act of vio \
lence which ia  an affront to the British lag, anda |
‘violation of international law. At the same
timo he expreases his willingness to believe that
Céptain Wilken wasactng without iictons in |

ment could not allow to pass withoyt full regara-

tion, and ho suggests That when $ho American |
Gorerment. bas fully considerod tho matter, it |
shall, of its own accord, |||rrvnv.lcr the prisoners? |
and offer a suitable apology, an

d Lond Lyons i

Imatructed to proposs theve terms o Mr. Soward | if domamors

in case that goutloman should not offer them. |
Nothiog coald have been in better taste ; nothing
better calculated to disarm obstinacy and afford |
the American Government an_opportunity of
scape, with unwounded sensibilities, if not with
unimpeachable honour. |

1t would biave been well 1f Mr, Seward, in his |
Teply, had boon as brief, prociso, and straightfor-
ward. The fonr columns of typo in which*he
alternately acts the special pleader and tto oraclo
do him no credit, and reflect as littlo upon the
Cabinet that approved and endorsed them. -We
should have had a much better opinion of Mr. |
Soward if we had never read a line more of his
despatch than was conveyed in Mr. Router's telo-

gram dast week. The extratt was plain, and to

Ihupmnt while the entire document—an elaborate
attempt 1o defend if not to justify the outrago |
upon-the Treut, ending in an acknowledgment of
its-illegality, and the surrender of the prisoners
—is weak, ungracious, and tindiggified. Wehave
scldom scen a tato paper so_inharmonious in. its
details, 0 unsatisfactory in its entircty. Mr.
Beward divides the question into five poings, and
disposes of them with an assurante which would
be amusing if we eould forgot that, beiug addressed
to statesmen who wero authoritics upon inter-
ational law long beforo Mr. . Sewards political
history begun, it is impertinent. Finst of all, o

tion, ands for the present at least,
there is an «nd of the matter. Wo do not
conceal our gratification at the event, |
whatever may be our opinions upon the manner
in which it has bion brought about. War, ay
Mr. Soward in ono of bis solemn platitudes ||
masures us, is in any case a terrible social ev\l
and war botween men of the same origin, rel
and language, is the most lamentable of all. We
iave o desire to fight with America under any |
circumstances, least of all when sho ix wounded in |
lu:r right arm, crippled and disabled  She has |
n the leck with as good & grace as was con- |
luhnl with the character of the man by whom |
sho and her Prosident and Cabinet are governed ;|
| Johin Bull accepta the satisfaction and scores
| the debt. And if ever we are to be brought mln
| collision with our transatlantic consins let it be | 3o
¢ more worthy causo than that of fellows
like Slidell and Mason. We have nothing in
mmmnn I'lﬂl tho author of the infamous Fugitive
Slave no_sympathy man who ean
rgn ﬂ\e mmn of the hnmblu traffic on tho coast | tha!
‘Africa. Asa nation we sblior the pnn pk'l‘
wluch theso men have grown hoary in ads
and have spent millions of moncy in u\mh:l(m"
them, aud in suppressing the practices to which
hey lead. Ere British sympathy had re
leased him the Hon. James M. Mason might long
have reflected within the gloomy walls of Fort
Warren upon the hundreds of unhappy creatures
| who, while yet congratulating themselves as how;
upon successful escape, were by the prov
his abominable exactment dragged back to servi-
tude, to stripes, o torturo, perhaps to deat
With bim and his confederates we have nothing |
{0 do. They have left the American shores, an

coming to this country, and perhaps before onr
réaders liave perused the contents of these sheets,
will have landed at Liverpool. Lot them come,
Sid o them go without sigm of approval o actof |
lnulnnhhun We that it is for men like |
<o trade has been disturbed, a foverish anxioty |
xcd throughout the conntry, and a couple o
illions of money spent at a time when we could |
illaBord it. But wo baro viudicated the onour |
of our flag and porhaps provoked negotiations
towards a tettlement of the vexed question of

discusses the (!u«tion whether Mesars. Slidell and
Maon were contraband of war, and this most im-
partant point he dismisses in a fow lines. Having
Just spoken of Slidell as & * pretended ministerg!
and Masou as proceeding to England under i
“pretended commission” from the “‘assumed pro-
sident of an “unlawful and i con-

noutral rights, Andif the Trent outrago lead to |
the assembling of an international congress at |
which soms intelligiblo rule of masitime law on |
this watter shall be accepted by all the naval

7 be quotes a dictum of Sir W. Scott (Lord
Stowell), which relates to the ambasador of
any enemy—that i1 to my a recognised

Delligerent, and immediately jumps to the conclu-
sion—"trusts” ho has shown that the fourpersons
captured were contraband of war. The conclusion,
besides being a ridiculous non sequitur, displays
either great ignorance or great impudence. For,
scttiog aside the question of difference betwoen
“persons and goods, it is o well-cstablished rule of
‘maritime law, known, ono would have thought, to
every statesman in th civilized world, that it is
Dot the nature of the cargo so much as the nature
of the destination which decides the question of
contruband, and that articles so indisputably
intended for hostile purposes as arms and ammu-
nition' may bo conveyed betwoen neutral ports
without risk of seizure. Mr Seward, in his ver-

anco with Lord Stowell's jadgments ; it can bardly
have cscaped bis attention that that eminent
judge continually enforced this well understood
common sense rule :—Goods going to a neutral
poct cannot come under the doscription of con-
traban
lawful. Tn tho second point, Mr Seward “as-
‘sumes” that *the circumstanco that the Trent was
‘procesding from a neutral port to anothier nentrsl
port does not modify the ghta of tho bellgerent
power.” 1f by this My Soward moans simply to
vindicate the right of scarch wnywhere and every-
where, wo have no objection to {his assumption ;
but if ho means to say that the destination of the

; all goods going thero being equally h-
the

| mesting was

d
Britislr honour and justico arosatisfied.  They aro | o Vo
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