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BLACKHILL FERSTS THE (SMALL
BEER) «PUBLIC”
Tx i Brnox wo think, who somewhere says—
“Men are the spart of

matances e the st of mem
Now, however much -we may lluuM of men
N ‘being the creaturcs ﬂfclrtumthmﬂ‘s, there can
¥ ‘e no doubt that we are the victims of womns ;
and in the whole doméin of our English tongue
thero are few words which have been more
sbused—certainly none by which wo have
‘been more victimised and befooled—than the
word “public.” Tn its mercly logical form
the word scems almost incapable of being
misapplied or misunderstood ; yet in its appli-

i service as a contraband to impostors of every
water, to quacks of every colour, to mounte-
banks of esery political and religious hobby- | ¢
horse.

Yet let us be just; there are men, who
7 representing great ideas, or  embodyin

pardon the little “ bunkum” of arrogating to
themselves the name of “public.” Thus
| when Lovrs XIV. amogated to himself the
title of the “state,” (L' Etat c'est moi) we
forget the weakness in the true glory of the

| sayeth not; possibly miteo-

cetion no word has cver been of such eminent | &

the age in which they live, to whom we may | C

Inrgest hall the Tocality conld boast of; say,
Shotley Town Hall.”  Well, we rayther think
not. The “public” met, not in s crowd,”
but in a mug room, in a sng tradesman's
house. The *publie® were supplied with
chairs, and the numbers of the “ public”
such as nof to require an importation of chairs
A our reparter was not there, we tannot
guaranteo tho numbers present at this mass
meeting, but we rayther thisk there was n
trifle over ten, and o triflo less than & dozen.
What passed ot that “ mass meeting” eport
Afcerine might
be mggested A% & means of impressing the
postal authorities with o bocoming sense of
small beer potentiality. One thing wo do
Ynow,—that far into the night, a petition was
being hawked from house to house, a8 a pro-

retention of Blackhill. What reply the mid

demonstration it is not for us to say; but anent

407 | this, there isa good story told of n party of

Caosereals saintly enmpaigners who wern

2nd—* The sints shall inkerit the earth.”

3rd W aro th minta”

Now, this was most excellent small beer
reasoning, but it did not impress CroxwrL,
and we regret to say that their saintships
never received their inheritance.

In conclusion, und to be terious, we o8
editors hae no antipathy to the name of Ben-
ficldside, nor any unduc predilection for that of
Blackhill; but we have a regard for public truth
and for public consistency, and we profess
more regard for the honour of the people than
for the amusing gymnastics of n clique.

or even desirable, let the people be consulted,
let the people be the judges; let n truly public
meeting bo called, in a truly public manner,

| et the people declare, not for or againet Ben-

ficldside merely, not even between Blackhill
and Benfieldside,
any name thet might be fairly suggested.
Abovo all, we would counsel the people of|
Blackhill, not to suffer a question of such
Tocal importance to be the plaything of pre-
tentions littleness, the shuttlecock of hole and
comner “bunkum.”  Beftro such a question be
settled, Tt the people of Blackhill be fairly

and honestly represented in the matter. Before

Blackhill, after thinking of ita past prosperity,
church-yands.  Let tho people do this, and
then whateser name may be adopted as the

conjunction with “very small becr.”

mch a mceting would bo held for chpveniene | 7
in the open air,—or, to say the lest,—in tho |

authorities will make to such a Tooley Street | {7

Ifa|n ch
it | change in the name of Blackhill b cssential,

but between Blackhill and | 3

such n_question be settled, It the people of | mos
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