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THE EXPLOSIVES TRIAL.

Ho doub there will bave beca very gune::
bortivo result io the
""?2.33.:":3’,".:,“. occapied the whole of
Jast week at the Central Criminal Coutt. The
‘patience of the public has been tried lately by
& good many such judicial conclusions in which
nothing has been concluded, the xepotition of

Desom wnm!eubly ‘more mqmt than in
former times. Still, in & complicated .;::
where nico poiats bave to be weighed and
evidencs is decidedly contradictory, tho publio
are disposcd to bo forbearing to the scruples of
jurymen, more especially if it is understood
‘that there is & pregty even division of opinion
among twelvo common-sease men who have
given their intelligent and honest consideration
tos cae. But when the issuo is simple, sod
it becomes known that ten or eleven of the
jurors had no dificulty ia making up their
minds st once to a verdict, there is a natural
foaling of annoyanco st the presumed perversity
of the one or two dissentients. In the par-
ticulsr case in question, it seoms to us that the
issuo wasa comparatively simple one. The
sccused, Wirtiax Worrr and Eowasp Box-
Donaws, wero prosecated uader the Explasives
Act of last session for having in their possession
or under their control a quantity of explosives
presumably intended for o criminal purpose.
1t should be remembered that the presumption
here was that of the law, and not of the pro-
secution. Under the statuo referred to, the
prosecution sre not called upon to prove the
criminal purpose which they iafer; it is cnough
for them to prove posscssion or contrel, and the
omes is thrown on the accused of proving
lawful purpose. ‘The questions for the jury
wers, thereforo—Had Wovrr and Boxpvraxs,
or eithor of them, dsogerous explosives in their
possession?  And bad thoy given s satisfactary
explanation of the use which they intended to
miske of such explosives? 1f the attention of
the jury had beea confined to these two points,
and rational judgement had been exercised on
the evidence, one would have thought that
there would have been no great dificulty in
arriving at a practical decition, ono way or the
other, But thero is always a probability that
out of twelve men set to consider a judicial
case methu, ons or two will pertinaciously
confine their atteation to the essential
pnlnh issue, and will fosist upon taking ots
their view mere extraneous and noa-esscotial
features of tho case, to the confasion of their
own judgement. In the prescat instance, the
suggestion wia peosssarily put forward, a
being contained in tho ovidence, that tbe
explosives in question were intended to blow
up the residence of the German Ambassador.
But tho accused persons wero mot tried for
couspiring to commit that offence. They were
simply charged with haviog explosms unlaw-

]
with other and ond'r criminals is most
and thyy las

"fo sémmon€. Durig the
todeal with two boys brought

h. why s s end
mudv;.:um, though dangerous ouough, o]

wook I Bave been fairly innocuous. But mow the | be
before mo—one, aged 14, for stealing, the other, | Arabe have tasted biood. T} in insurre

2o 12, for broaking & window and attemptiog | bion, and baro killed tho emissary of 1 i
%0 enter & house, clearly with the intention of | Bhel and b i
commifting a robbery. In tho first case, 12 | TAN") U o (e

strokes  with tho birch-rod were adminis-| in hislife. If he ia oo st Kbarfoum, howeser
tered; in the latter, thero was al ings will go woll. We siall have & man

Tntely nothing to be dons but to send the boy
to prison or discharge him ; and, under the elr-
cumstances, * to let him off was considered th

cases an ndustrat

wero too old to be admitted. y it is time
that the Government. turned their attention g
this most important subject of dealing

lo offenders. Why this continued delay

ing magistrates further powers which

'ullld be most helpful to them 1" Whipping

o cot ot always enough. Tiiere should
istrate

b. lmnu system enabling
» by loko confooment i dome place
i “hemay refect on tho enormity  sad
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taken no action in this matter do not know,
It ought not to be ienlt to pase & e
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Is it possiblo to import livo cattlo, fres from
diseaso, 50 a3 to enable the British farmer to
compete with the American exporter | American
eattlo are killed at the port of debarkation.

the
“ Why not bring cattle from Canada and feed
them " asks Mr. Moreton Frowin ia the Times.
Hisschemo has a fascinating certainty about it
which ninkea ono dream of the time when
British farmor shall once more defy
ean competitor with confidenco of success. Cattle
which come to us by way of the Eastern States
of America are lisblo to the taint of disease,
to the suspicion of it. But Mr. Frewin
Bas anothor route. ** By taking the Northorn
Pacifc Railroad in fontana, and traversing
only the healthy tableland of Dakota and Wes-
tern Minnesota to Duluth on Lake Superior,
thencodown t' o great Lakes by baat to Georgian
ay. thonce by the Canadian Pacific to Quobee,
thence by sea to Liverpool, the tainted Kastorn
Btates aro loft hundrods of miles to the south,
and the journey to Bagland shortaned by over &
thounnd uiles. At present, from tho ranges
of Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana, at a cost
of £7 per head (including insurance), cattle
are being brought to England; by the
routo suggeated  above, this freight charge’
will bo' reduced at least £2.  Allowing s fair
valuo on the Westernranges £0 a beast, the
British farmor can thence rocaive his supply of
excellont store cattle, weighing some 90 stono,
for £14 ahead. At such a price, I would like to
ask, doos not thiy offer & new future to agri
culture?”  With such a supply of five stock,
our farmers ought to competo successtully with
the dead meat trade.  Whatever way bo the
value of Mr. Frowin's suggestion, we should
liko to seo it discussed by those who are making
the cattle disoase s political question.
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