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THE LORDS AND THE COMMONS
Pins; Howse of Lovds has becoie @ prominent
topic of political discussion just uow, not only
tion with its action upon the Irish
w i

in comn
Church Bill, tut also in weferenee to
fication of the constitution of the House which
was proposed by a distinguished member of
it, supported by other distinzuished wembers
belonging to both parties, wud very v

nearly

crried through.  To Earl Russers Life
Pecmges Bill, which was wnexpectedly re-|
final stage on Thursdoy in Jus

violent or determined opposi-
iy iden of the proposed
ily repudiated, bud was
quictly diseussed, and eccived
which
seoms to bave perished beeanse i

ald sereely be expoetud.

friends
encics. " On o
dvanced that the
2, on the

as Iukewanm s
side, the
House of Lovds wanted strengthenin
other, that any change conld ouly do I
but whethcr the noble

the other, they could scareely
siustic in fas
opposition to it, since it ..1.\...(“»., would be
vod or harm |

proposition was

m

Tonds hield one view o

be so enthu-

ur of so small a measure, or in

ary time, v doubt the” Lowls
would have passcd the Bill to honow wh-
vteran like Enl Rosgne; its very

littlenesss would have saved it from defeat.
But there were: two considerations which must
Tuve bad weight with many of their Lord-
ships—iadecd, we might sy one important
on which presented itseIf under two
¢ was siid the Honsc

Lords was weak, ud wanted strengtiening,
and this ouzht to be done by the admission of
life peers.  The House had just hud one of
the grandest debutes recorded i Parlismentary
anmals 5 it had rivalled, if ot surpassed, the
cfforts of the Commons in the debate on the
sceond reading of the Irish Chureh Bill, and
it bad further done what the Commons would

consider: g!m-

different aspects of

y then uy it s el of s capacty for caticati
not do—it hud Ly ed the measure | he intern Tuptions nw Towels. On rube
in Committee.  Could it confiss weukness to s .l Jintment the aldo-

itself after that ?
tune for asking them to do so—us inopportunc
it could hav
Lord Ssusivk
work for the Peers, just us they had been
and were labouring so severcly.  But there
was also @ very important external aspect
to the question. Could the Lords, while
insisting upon their prevogatives and pri- | o
vileges, in fagg of the House of Commons
and the country, confess to the weakness of
their own body us @ legislative wscmbly ?
Above all could they ask the House of Com-
mons to help them in reforming themsclves,
by sending the Life Peerages Bill down to the
Lower House? The Upper House had just
been reversing all the important de
vived at in the Lower onc in connection with
the Irish Church Bill ; they bad thrown down
a challenge to the Commoners, and were
standing firmly upon their dignity.  Were
they at such a time 0 scnd to the other as-
sembly a bill which confessed that the Upper
House was not exuctly what if ehouid, und
proposing changes in the constitution, the
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the occasion for telling the Lords u bit of thuir o four Pel6] as soeping, but half an hour
miud, and setaliating upon them for * awend- :xm“mm :‘vu‘i).loun:‘l" ":u i o ¢ »rm..‘uuh lc;.
ing” the Irish Church Bill? By one or twol ¥ appesr d {53t bo hud boon troublod with asthina,

simple amendments in the Life Peerages J;hll
this might readily lave becu done. ke
number of new peers proposed 1o created
might have been doubled or tiebled—it weuld
only have been the alteration of a word in a
clause ; and the restriction that ou, two
year should he created (substituted in Com-
mittee for Earl Ruseern’s original proposition u

and the Commons might thus have formally
and cmphatically expressed their opinion that |
the House of Lords was w0 out of harmony | oris
with the country, that Mr. Grivsroxr: ought | ™

4o have poweer immediately to add between hat wl
would

\hhmlgh ‘lunndml &
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would have been well, perhs
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the matter of life
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being mado to receive them. Prince. and
Seinics will aeriv st Hull nast day otupmn. s
and ono oclock, - Tho Mayor spd Corporation will
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