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ALEXANDER OF WALES.
Rrionas of law romances such as €rop op &
frequently in the Courte have bad their minds
more than pormally confased by the perussl
from’ tins to time of the reports of & cas
which has just been tried before the Committee
of Privileges of the House of Lords, and upon
which julgment was delivered by their
Lordsbips last week. This was the elaim of
Mr Jous Frusex, of Carnarvon, s minine
ongineer, to no less an ancient and historiea!
title than that of Lord Lovar of the peerage
of Scotland, It made ot rub his eyes s little
10 read how one Arxxswprs “of Wales” had
rained & foroe of elassmen to aid the rebellion
under Dundee, and for that, or because be had
“‘killed o fiddler at s feast,” be had in 1689
fled into Wales, where he sought the protectios
of an Ear disaffected like himself, the Marqui
of Poxvis, which nobleman’s hospitality to the
distinguished refagee was shows in
manver, For, say the mports of th
case, the clétmant’s contention, if it could be
established, must sbow that this mythical
hero, Avxaworx of Wales, was u vory wild
llng indeed, and tough withal. Mr Janx

.
th-e thi or rather c,...m.
Beoteh ancestar, after raisivg rebel Highlandors
aod killing the unlucky fiddler at a feast,
worked contiouously in the mines, earning
15 4d & day, uotil his death at the age of 1131
That in the meantime ALrxaxses at 75 years
of age had persuaded » respectable young lady
£o.elope with him, with whota be lived happily,
and whose last child, of which this wenderful
Welshmen was the father, was born when
Avexaxvex of Wales was 95. *“ Avexaxoen
“of Wale'? I did not think H.R.H—at
least T nover heard—ab,. to be sure, how
absurd!  But what is this about tho Pretender
and the execution of Lord Lovar? Burcly s
Pogv of a hirtory book must have been
accidontally set up in the Zimer It is
poedible to imagine s bewildered man of |and
business saying ‘something like the above-
“Their Lordships were invited to believe this
remrkablo fairy tale, and the invitation was

Fl

eouched in the seductive tones of Mr Cranses | &

Rossriz, Q.. and sided by the permu

accents and forensio force of Mr Monoax |

Lworo, Q.C.  But their Lordships did not even
call upon Bir Fannar Hrnscurir to sddres®
them on behalf of Lord Lovar. A certain
dead Welshman was the real clsfiant in this
case. His name was jifly ALexaxpre
Fristx; but it was pretty clear that bo bad
never been in Scotland at Wll. This claimat
would have ‘had to show that certain
phenomen aro possible and likely to occur—
that & man may forget his early education and
‘sasociations, even how to spell bis name, sud
that bo may be content to work at a laborious
occupation up to an abnormal age while &
relative holds possession of estates known to
bo bi
and another claimant we have heard of bave
Tiere some resemblance. On the whole we are

very much inclined to agree with Lord |ides

Branwrr, who in deliveriog judgment said
that, although he * believed and hoped” that | 2!
his was an honest case, b thought it was due
to the claimant, against whom ho must dm@e
most strongly, to give his reasons
evidenco showed that Azexawprn of Bm(m
(with whom it was necessary for the claimant

to identify Avexaxoxn of Wales) was'born in | Arem
el

or before 1663, and this would make him 113
years of age at his death, if the claimant's
claim were well-founded. There was in this
case a “congeries of improbabilities” which
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