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Morlay, the 12thinst., gave the quirtus to
any movement for the ro-cstablishment of

present Gorernment.  But this main boon'to
rative agriculturo being decied by Conserva:
tive cquilly with Liberal responsiblo states-
men, the ehampions of the Agricultaral
fntorest huvo lately been looking around
diligently for any Protective crumb of com-
fort which might bo for the

Protection through the instrumentality of the | It

Fecommend
with eewage

inected with the Cousstt Local
hat theonly mitable modeof drsin

tomporary appeasemnt of their profeges.
We owed the Margorine Act sather to tho
predominant  Protectionist fecling in_tho | ¥
House of Lords than to any real solicitade
for tho dnterests 3¢ consumers of butter. Tt
Tappened that in this caso there was often| e
& distinet fraud committed by offering a
spurious substance for sale not only under thc
‘plansibls “desiguation of * butterine,”
under the . false oao of * butter ™ nnd
thero was a reason to addurc for the inter-
vention of Parliament apart from the pro-
tection of Britieh agricultural foterests.
But the samo reason would apply for legislat-
ing ogainst the fraudulent salo of spurious
compounds or substitutes as cocos, arrow.
raot, jam, sardines, champagae,] &c, so that
it became evident why imitatioss of butter

£

Embold:ned by their suceess in
onist

Tegislation.
this caso, the gatherers-up of Prote
crumbs have recently been forcing upon
ypublic attention what they put forwaid'as an
analogous case; and the movement in this
latter case has now advanced ro far that on
Friday last Lord Lawington gdve notice in
tho House of Lerds that on tho 23rd inst
ko would ask Her Majesty’s Government
wihether they woald mot “‘introduce some
mensure o prevent tho fraudulent practice
®of selling foreign imported meat as home
produce—a practice which inflicts the greatest
injury on the sgricultural interest, and the
producers and* consumers of meat in the
United Kiogdom” What the Ministerial
answer will be ta thiv question we cannop
predict; but we should famey it -would bo i
the negative, for two reasons—first, thatin
the case of meat there is no palpable fiaud in
selling one substance o3 quite another, as in
€

scomdly, becauso it would by found guite
impracticable to work a completo and eon-
siatent system of frado laws carrying out the
pirit of the suggested meavira ropeting
meal. In rogard to the first point, th*
analogy betwosn margarine and btter an one
wide, nnd foreign snd Pritish meat on the
other, fails sltogether. The real analogy
would be betwoen the latter artioles ard
foreign and British butter.  But there is no
Iegislation to prevent a shopkeepor from
nellik forciga butter simply as but'er, as
+% he best butter ™ if he thivks it will besr
that designation, or «ven as Briti-h hutter.
The spurious substanco margazine being
aively stigmitized, the genaine sub.
stance batter, whether foreign or Briti
allowed to bo sold by one indiscriminate
name, and the prics to bo regulated simply
ccording to quality.  Now, why should not
the same princple apply to meat, the quality
of which is quite as easily perceptible ta a
purchater ss that of butterean be? 1 New
Zcalanders and Americans can send  some
weat bither of the primest quality, why
hould it not bo sold as thus, instead under a
Qepreciatory labdl which would imply that it
was not equal to real inferior English meat ?
Bat, in respoct to gur second objection, what
feadblo and satisfactory test coald be appliel
By food inspectorst to determine out of ooy
il buteher's shop,

which wero British and which forcizn ?  The
Qifferenco between butter and margarine csn
bp made readily obrioas, bessuse they are
substances of different natures; but it- might
often puszle the cleverest experts to dis-
tinguish foreign from British butter, aod so
with foreign and British meat. Then why

should legislative disorimination stop at meat?

why not earry it on to potatocy, other
vegetables, and frait, for instanco?  When
the season of the year is far cuough adranced
for the foreiga to oxmpete with tho carliést
British produce of these kinds, it might be
alloged that the latter, frosh from our warket
gardens, was subjected to uifair competition
in not being compulsorily distinguished from
much staler foreign importations. Yt what
Lest eould be applied in carrying outa luw
intended to enforcolegislativo discrimination 2
Bo with egge, poultry, Lacon, chrese, end

Tn short, it w

tection by getting every competiag foreign
import logally tickeied assuch.  Tho plan is
unworkable cnd would tot be of much servico
in a Protective way even if it could be
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ITMPORTANT NOTICE.

Friday next being Goop Famar, the
Guardian will be published oa
Thureday.

Advertisers and Correspondents are
reqnested toforward their communi-
cations carly to secure insertion.
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