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POSITION OF THE GOVENNMENT.
It was somewhat incovsiderately assumed in
various quarters that s Misisterial resigoation
must follow es the result of the d
Brarrosn Nowiucore's motion of oemeure, 1
was considered that s three successive
o8 lutiooe of censure on substantially the seon
subject had been dofeated by decressing
majorities of 49, 28, and 14, therefors such
8 decline in the prestige of he Governmen:
was evideat s to suggest the expediency o
resignation. But even if the matter be looked
atonly in a technical constitutional light, there
was no_ urgent resson why Mivisters should
resign because their voting majority had on
gue particular question d-ind.h-.l 14 Bome
Poople bave spoken on this subjest aa if
Mivisters were ouly supported by 14 votes,
whereas they were in reality supported by
compact body of 303, agaiast 268 oppovents.
Even if the latter bad been a similar compact
body to the Ministerialists, the Government
would have been justificd by masy const
tational precedents in declining to make way
for the accession of  minority to office. In
such a case it would bo for Mi question
of personal dignity whether they should go on
with & declining, but still suficient majority,

ion on 8ir | peo;

bary. F
21

In the

or whether they should adopt one of two|bea

alternative courses; for it should be remembered

would-be censurers had represeated an ordinary

forced by a fow

present Premier as shown hizself as icdisposed | 5o
s any predecessor to go on contentedly with 3
s small majority. But in considering what
was due to personal digaity, Mr Graveroxe

and Lis colleagues bad s right to take into
‘account the factitious character of the migority
0f 268 that supported Sir Srarroxn Noxruoors.
Of this number only 232 belonged to tho
regular Conservative Opposition, while thero
ware 14 seceders from the Liberal ranks, who

on the subject of Egyft and the Boudan might |

perhaps have begs depended upon to support
a0 incoming Codhervativo Government. Thus

there would Yo 246 probable supporters of such | %
P! ppor
, against 302 undoubted up-
Cam
ives a | &

s pew Minist
holders of the jresent ose. This
majority of 56 in favour of the latter. The
difference between such &
sctual one on the late- division was made by
42 Parnellites going into the lobby against the
Government. Therefore the Grastoxs Cabinet
had a right to conclude that in opposing tho
policy of a Conservative Government they

would have the support of the Parncllites,
making an adverse majority of about’ 100 | b
pm«! mil
@ discassion, ot tha elose of which Lord ﬂ.\r\ng-
ton r:rﬂed the House dlnd-d ‘when 19 voted for
(9 against lhelmend
T

When theso’ considerations aro. takeninto
account, and whe it is further considered how
inconveniont a dissolution of Parlisment would
be beforo the passing of the Seats Bill, and
also bow natural i't is for Ministers to wish to
rotrieve the discredit thrown upon them by
ovil fortune, it is hardly surprising if Mr
Grapstoxs and his colleagues have decided to
g0 on, until an eppeal ‘can be conveniently
made to the country on the question at issuo
in the late division. In tho meantime, the
Conservatives will suffer no prejudice, as tho
doprecated evacuation of the Soudan cannot
take placo previous to an sutumual general

electiop—__
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; congratulate the electors of the Lanchester
new clectoral division who met last (Thurs-
duy) ovening at Cunsett to’ devise means
whereby the future cfforts of the Liberal
porty io this division will be concentrated in
order to earry out the wishes of the majority
of the electors.  The gentlemen who called
the meeting wiscly loft out for after consider-
ation the selecticn of a candilate, fecling that
to indicate anyono at preseut’ would scarecly
be fair to the other portions of the district,

while it would also prejudice the candidatur
of auy geatlemun who might be named before
the clectors of the whole diy

consulted.  The res

mously last evening indicate that the Liberal
are united in their to coneult all

fon before

adhercnts of their party in this divi
committing themaclves to the selection of
e clectors and also
eatisfy the gentleman who mey be sclected to
stand in the Liberal interest that he will be
supported by his party,

JOTTINGS BY THE WAY.
(Br

The cry of the unemployed secma to have called
forth & hearty response in the Consett district.
The welltodo class 'have contributed very
gencrously ; but unless some method is fntroduced
whereby the supplics caobe kept up, it i
feared that th funds will run dangerouly low,
It ds carious that in the tawns where the carrent
depresion has béca most felt, the borde and sinew
of amistance has como—not from the middle class,
but from workivg men themselves. This has
been achieved by a uniform and systemat AS
mkl, co.,mm.n. Tho rato of subeeription in
was & penny Sweekly from men
elm\ng "E) wagos s0d under ; aud twopeace from
those whose wages exceeded £1 weekly, This
figare may seem trivial in leell, but in the
aggregate it is very far from being a trifle. At &

laco like Consett Ironworks a very respectable
sum could be secured weekly if, like other places,
the penaiea were siopped at the office. In some of
the shipyards on’the Tyoe the firms took the
matter up, and fmued & votics that so-aad-so
would be kept off the wages of every man, excegt-
ing those who might object to the contribution
| tkog eviad, 0d e asmen of sach had o be
haoded to the timekeeper befors the pay. In other
cases the men themselves took the lead, gnt up
meetings, and gave directions fof thq mo;
kept off their carpiogs. Some curious roksta of
human character waa brought out in connection
with theso gatheriogs.  Votes were taken by a

Ix0xDo0."]

show of haods in the usual way ; and it sometimes | ru

earniog on aa averago £3 weekly, and out of that
sum thoy could not, ar would not, pay two whole
pence! The condition of mn pn-)]ﬂn is p.an
Their souls are shrunken 2 the leathes
bresst of an Egyptian mnmmy. Nothing wil
awaken them o a senso of mmr‘-
the cold grasp of penury itaell; aud thes, indeed,
they shriek for aid beforo their miserable stomachs
are ball empty. 1t would be well if the working | Git
men, in'the Centett district were to Jook a¢ this

o of | the ¢

arned to full time, but csost of thiem are still

8 town of Gonsett would have shared the
fate of ‘those great cities and ot stapendous,”

which, a the post. tells us—** the very ruios aro
tremendour.” o bas, hnwovu. been obriated
by the vlgil.nev ...| foresight of & firm to whom
the pe Cousett owe much, It will fare
tadly um, iron mapufacturers who new Iack either
..pm or eoterprise. _The Consett Tron Company

both

these requisites in abusdance, aad
baving t8id down their plant for the masalastars
of ateel I the uick of tine, they aro now ia
position to develope ita production accordiog to
order.
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