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fesion no very exteasively recommend i, whenever alcohol is required, @ being, < |4 BEMARKABLE WINTER P I b e ey
when fully matured by age, one of the best,of all alcoholic stimulants. That this T
important condition of the proper maturing of spirits is receiving the attentiosi of the | OVERCOATS mmm Lo, T‘""‘ ”’",_"‘.'_’_":,

trade will be -pp-mlw the general public, for it is fmpossible to enter any of the
large towns of Englasiqg without observing im; important buildings skirting the raflway or
river which formerly were used for the storage of wines, rums, brandies and other
purposes, and which now are devoted ‘exclusively to the storage -and maturing of
whisky. As aninstance, on entering the metropolis by the London and North-
Western Railway, take the immense establishments at Chalk Farm, originally the goods

tive ‘“rofind house,” have all been converjed into excise whisky
bonds inythe occupation of Messrs. W. & A. Gilbey, and where, it is dsserted, they
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THE ELECTRIC BUEBLE.

n!be

Iris high time that the public were put onetreets and

their guard against the gambling going on in
Electric light shares. When every day
brings out & new patent with promotérs sell-
ing their rights in some monopoly inprovement
of the arc or vafuum light, it is time to ask
where all this is to end. It is, of course,
eusy to say that the public are quite able to
take care of themselves, and that nothing goes
for money which is mot money's worth.
There is no. greater, delusion thsn this,
particularly where some great scieotific dis-
covery ‘is suddenly flashed in on the un-
experienced eyes of an unseientific and to a
great extent gullible public.
the infancy of the railways system, nd now
we are on the eve of another speculative
mania corresponding to that which broke out
in 1845, Kvo Hupsox, as many remember
to their sorrow, was mounted on his iron
throne and waved his sceptre of scrip only to
be toppled over ignominiously ss other
Eaxrrnors have been from Sovzoveos of Harrt
fo the hero of Bedan. Part whilo it lasted
the delusion was as all-devouring as the

Bouth Bea Bubble, and swept away .quite as |his

many distinguished persons to the common
Orcus of insolvency. The Brush system, for |’
instance, may have its merits: we are in no
way concerned cither to distingnish or to
extinguish any of these new lights. But the
reflecting kind will ask itself, if these patent
rights are ¢o be sold and then let and eublet
st the enormous premium demanded snd
apparently paid for them, what is to bappen
if some competitor steps into the field in
comparison with which the system is as a
fartbiog rushlight to tho sun? We are
putting no imaginary case. The Brush
systom has as many competitors as the West-
inghouse brake, and 0 loud is the cackle of
experts on all sides as to their patent inprove-
mont being the nearest approach to daylight

" (mooulight has long since been distanced)

that we are compelled to ask a credulous public
not to part with their savings till they are
sure what they are to get for their money.
Candle power scems to be a very variable
measure of light when one patentee proclaims
that the other is not fit to hold a candle to
him. Araporv’s wondgrful lamp, that in-

exhaustible tale of childhood, has nothlng in

half 80 magical s this battle of new lights |i
against eld. But in the end, in this

Darwinian struggle for existence with survival | Araold:

of tho fittest, among those rival schemes, are
and incandesoent, thero will leap ott suddenly
_some heaven-born beam, the progeny of both,
who will consume both as Jove, the Ida-born
immortal, destroyed his parent Chronos,
Time is thus mythically swallowed by Eternity,
a3 day devours night and one improvement
sweeps away all traces of what went before.
Intho ceso of Electricity, this latest-barn

child of Time, it is 8o obvionsly fn its ixfanoy |i26
. thist the public are to o warned not to trust
te inventors and patentees as to any finality | he

stage having been reached in artificial lights,

Nothing cen be moro satisfactory than to |and

know that trained minds are working in all
directions to improye on the simple ides, old
as Faraday, of an incandescent light in a
‘vacuum. Enma- 's end Bwax’s have tracked:|
the _problem to the point of per-
fetibility ; but betivona that. sl perfoction,
, therois a lan( leap. It is this leap which we
ino to take at the bidding of the bold pro-
moter.  Wo feel that to part with our'mopey
m patent rights which to-miorrow’s invention
take s worthless as last year's time-
ub les would be worse than a mistake, * There
isa time for overything; but the Eleotrio
Company’s promoter’s time as come t» soon.
1f the publio wake up to-morrow to find that
some giant disgovery has reduced Brvan and
Swax and Eisox systems alike to the con-
dition of tittle stars haying to hide their
diminished hzndu, we shall at least be clear
o have done our duty.  We
have waraed the public to, wait and by
taking ono step ut & time ziot to embark too
much capital io concerns which may bo|:
 going” conoerns in more sendes thasi one.
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dROCER AND PROVISION DEALER,

ANNFIELD PLAIN.

PATENT PROCESS, 25, 4. PRE STONE.
SUPERIOR FINES, 1s 114. PER STONE.
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EKIOBATIOH 1o Axzrioa
APEST AND BRSY.
to A, PHILLIPSON,

For rliabl inrmaton, L
Asctiouser, Diptom, or 1o WILLIAM BOBINSON
Modomaley!

sometimes oocur
to- mar the deliberations of our local parliaments,
1 cordially endorse the sction of the

““Incedo ” states that complaints are commen of

| the wanton manner. in which fower plota are

robbed aud destroyed ; and that the guilty partios
were ironworkers. 1 am sarry o say that it is but
"lhaoid nldlwy .

o the ‘-m,mm ‘This was once proved to
mo conclusively by a gentleman who st that time
was the, proprietor of a garden, and who traced the
footprints of the vagabonds for s considerable dis-
tance. Itis very aunpying to Shose who spend b
much timé in gardening to have their labours s

ruthlemsly destroyed, aod I trust . that the
scoundrels will be caaght and made an example of.
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A Rarmraven.—You will observe in another

column o letters on ' the slection of Guard:
iaus for Collier] " Theso letters
are suffcient to Pventilate” tho subject as yoa

Ty Consett Guarouan,
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heavier than I imagined. Mr Fegan, of Derwent
Btreet, :Blackhill, has it appears, had his health
seripusly impared by an inundation of his cellar,
and in & letter addressed to the Benfieldside Local
Board, he claims compensation. His lettér was
referred to the Banitary Committee.

Taaw in your last week's issus that the Fever Hos-
pital is 1ot to bo quite so near Consets aa it was
rumoured, and I am glad that \h- rumour was
incorrect.

‘The Directors of the Consett Town Hall Com-
pany, Limited, are to be congratulated on. having
received s, many exoellent plans for their intended
building. T hear that many of the shares aro being

taken up by gentlemen residing out of tho district,
-

The Consettonians should make sure of a few shares
before they are at a premium,

The members of the Lanchester Common Surface
Owners’ Association have good grounds, it seems,

eather | foF prosecuting the object of the Association, That'

was an exoellent case in point, of which you had a
report in last week's Guardian, and the verdict in
favour of the property ownef is in harmony with

viows of b wembers.  Their Tardships
0 defendants were not entitled to

that
Stair | work the mine without leaving ay supportfor the

nE
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331
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s spleadid Bracx Kxraieyxn Doo sad Dog
Bale to commence st One o'clock p.o. 631

surface,” .
—

1 wander who is ‘responsiblo for the carting of
$he ashus and otkier filth from the sahpits at Black-
Bill 0 the Tinmill pit heap.  The depot which is
beir§ forwed thero is most detrimental to the
bealt's of the fnhabitants of Blackhill and Consett.
The eifayia arising from it in dfy weather is
simoat uubasrable, ‘and if rain falls’the filth will
Mens /and carry in ite courso the. seeds of
disease ll over Blackhill. It is high time such
Qisregard for tho health of the inhabitants was put
# stop to. Whro s the Inspectar of Naissuces 1

JOSERH OLEY,
THE AGRICULTURAL AUC
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10, WOOD STRERT, SH(¢ Y BRIDGR.
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would, and

Somoe members of Friendl, ly Bocieties—I won'y
3y all—are of oylllu:uui nc raan should enter
ware, than “one

batieved 0 be opposed to the interests of Benefit
generally for some men to be entitled to
#uch ‘large -benefits when sick or lame. From

inducement to intpose, brought about by men
better off whea on the clabs than when
m‘,mlhﬂhmny instances to remain
o the books iuch longer than they ‘otherwise
certificates are frequently given

'im" ‘woul patient haviog been seen by
e thet documents do not afford safficient
» ctment to bring against respoctablo | 5
..-ugljm; but the parties who make such

evideatly in.carnest s they intend to

ipu.m-an.u Backworth to bring the matter

fefore members of Friendly. Societics, I may be

ngbﬂhﬂy impression is that a large majority
the members of Frieadly Bocicties are members

of more than one, nﬁm»mm-ﬂxmm
ible for the promoters’

¥

of

1 don’t know whetber the committes of the Con-
sett Choral Society, are responsible for the arrange-
menta for tho Promenads Concert held in the

daleyan Schools, Gibson Strest, on Manday
evening [last; but the din from fifst to last of the
“ Promeaads " was something fearfal.* The noiss
and “clatter” of some person or persons jn the
s | Mioining room who, § euppose, was proparing the

supper was mat distressing to all who patronised
the concert. Neither lecturer nor singers could be
beard to advantage ; in fact several times the only
indications that the lecture was being delivered were

5“8 it is | the Local Board.

practioal experience many officers can testify that

but | C2pital thing, and T am not without hope that such

from ur¥ Ny ﬂa'..l. o the nm““"i
el w, Durham, 46

the movements of the Lipa of the speak
that the committee of the Choral Society,will make
better. arrangements in futare, and that they
will pay more\respect to° the comfort of the
lecturer and his hearers,

passing down Delves Lane of the great wasto of
time occasioned by the enginemen stopping their
engm- at the “croming,” and -llhough several

but small sttention is paid to them,
bint will prove sufficient,

I regret to learn that ti :I Permanent

Relief Fund is not so well supported ds it ought to
be. The Iate explosions in this neighbourhood
have, no doubt, severely strained ‘ita funds; but,
thanks to the noble efforts of, the Bishop ‘of Dur-
bam and other gentlemen, an sttempt s to be
made o replenith the coffers of the Fund, so that
the great advantages hitherto conferred on the
families of those members who have unfortunately
lost their lives are to bo continued. The Miners®
Permanent Relief Fund is worthy of the liberal
support of all, and I trust that the endeavours of
these gentlemen will be crowned with sucooes,

1 trust this

P Vo
Tho holidays question has at length come more
into promineace, and T notice that several large
employers of labour are opposing the general holi-
day which was this year given in Newcastle, on
account of the May-day progession of horses, &6,
1 do not wonder at this. It is a fingular thing
that all holidays to appreatices ocour in the begin-
ning'of the year ; frequently at & time when bu
very indifferent weather may be expected, What
in requirdd ia'that the holidays should prove bene-
ficial to the employed at the least possible
sacrifice to employers. Some- time ago, many of
the leading tradesmen in Newcastle presented &
memorial to the Mayor, requesting him to recom-
mend that.the following holidays be generally
kept in that town :—New Year's Day, Good Fri-
day, Easter Monday, (Bsak thd-ly). Whit-Mon-
day (Bank Holiday), Race ‘Wednesday {from one
o'clock), Race Thursday (from one o'clock), and
Christmas Day and day following. The' u.m
approved of the holidays selected, and reoom

mended that they might be adopted in the town,
The May-day holiday.is an_additional one, aad it
falls at & very bad time for Newcastle tradesmen.
The Newcastle Hirings and térm days both oocar

is ruinous to tradermen,  Besides the weather at
Mag-dsy is not, -l-.,. 20 mild and genial as it was
this year, and my impression is that the August
Baok Holiday (first Moaday in August) is a more
suitable time both. for a holiday and holding the
Procession, The hyliday quéstion veeds soms con-
sideration here as well aa in.Newcastle, and the
tradesmen shouldecome to some decisi
days on which holidays should be given.

In paming along Middle Street, Cosett, on
Wedneoday aftarnoon, T was steuck with the iz-

cipal side of the street is being widened and
Tron Company's cdttages seemy almbatto have beea

finished. T say almost; for I noticed that whilo
tho footpaths had apparentls been cemented for &

few days one_portion of it i8 front of & boot and | the

shoo shop and a public-house was left in & most
isgracefal stato. \What the object of the. con- | R0
z:wm or Local Board Sarveyor can be to liave
o ide o thestroet i racha sate aod commence
wi vor puzzles me,  However, there is no
mitake bns that the widening of the footpath was
# necestity, and T trust. that the ratepayers will
have no case to regret the outlay. I know of no

place within the last twenty’years, and much
credit is due to the members of your loeal

meat for the manver in which they carey out all
that pertains o the welfare of your rising town.
‘I the other side of tho street could be stndded
with places of business iss well, it would be a

'ﬂlbq&-auﬂlllwynn.

it

‘Jtnn-:hnv:hm

9P® | danger of bursting the drum thereof,

ECHOES FROM BLACKHILL.
(By Ixcxpo.]

o W aote v Mapeet Fla Whick-
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