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Ir has always beén the nature of man to wish
10 peer bovond his ken, and to learn something
ofthe infinite and iunknowable.  This principle
of his character has formed the reasoh for all
discovery, and has stimulated him in his search
after the truth. ot though the book of Nature
Ties open before us there are many of her
secrets that are unfathomable, Science has
accomplished much, the researches of men of
genivs and persevering efiort have thrown
much_valuable Tight on what was once dark
and mysterions, but there are many subjects
on which man as yet knows very little, and
there are many questions as to the nature and
‘motion of worlds that are past finding out. The
science of astronomy should hold the greatest
and highest place among the sciences, if ofly
because of the magnitude and importance of
its results, and the value and interest of ts dit
coveries. From the days of GALLEO ill now
progress has been unceasing  As fresh light
was thrown on «ubjects hitherto unknown the
progress became more decided and manifest
What had been found ont acted alike asan
impetus and incentive to further efforts, and
spurred men of genius and scientific knowledge
to yet higher aims and loftier aspirations. And,
probably, in nane of the sciences has there
been s great and real a progress as in astro
nomy.
in their studies and so forecast the years as to |
predict not only theflight of stars but their very |
,mh throngh the heavens and the day and
hour at which it will occur. ‘The orbit of every
planet is mapped out, and many of the secrets
of the heavens lie open toman.  Of course we
Kknow and feel that the heavens are as illimit
able in wonders and boundless in extent as |
they aré matchless in design and beauty. Truly
in this science -the more we know the more
do we feel our ignorances we dive into the
hidden mysteries of nature we learn how great
has been our thoughtlessness, the higher we
climb the more estensive becomés the prospect
Defore us; to that we are ready to say with
Nrwroy, that after all our research and dis-
coveries; we are like children playing on the
shore of a boundless ocean, attracted, it may
be, by some object of more than usual interest
or beanty, but knowing little of the depths
d

1 Vet that our modern research and study have

o
ot been in vain is proved by our knowledge of | %

meteors and metcoric bodies. Tt is not 5o very
Tong aco sirce, during 2 magnificent display of
meteorolites and falling stars, an honest man at
Leith, who had been attentively obse
them, reminded his hearers that “ they could
nae expec mony stars in the heavens now—
sa0 many had faen out™ There were not
‘many to confess their ignorance in. this inno-
cent fashion, but many really knew very little
‘more of these wondrous visitors.  Science has !
now almost guaged their qualities, rarked their
paths and stated with wondrous exactitude the
period of their recurrence.  On Thursda
morning a shower of these stars took place.
The earth passed its central line at 7730, a few
‘minutes before sunrise and emerged from it at
nine, when the shower ceased. The light of
the full moon and the approach of daylight
rendered our sight of the phenomena very im.
perfect, but across the Atlantic it is supposed |4
that the spectacle would equalin grandeur that
seen by HeanoLot in South America in 1799,
and that in 1833, when an observer in North
America describedthe metgprs as falling “about
as thick as the flakes of snow in @ common
snowfall” There are naturally many various | &
opinions and theories as to the origin and
nature of these star showers; but the most
generally received opinion is that these brilliant
visitors are produced by an immense cloud or
strean of meteoric stones revolving round the
sun in an orbit of great eccentricity, and in a
direction contrary to that of the earth.  These
stones enter our atmosphere at the rate of
about forty miles per sccond.  The majority of
them are supposed to be melted or dissipated
3n the air before they reach the surface of the

earth, though we have satisfactory evidence |3

from Dr. REICHENEACH and Pitrso, that the
fine powder which proceeds from them has
een collected on the tops of high mountains,
and that the clements of n... powder are the
same as those of whi ‘metcoric stones
aro composed, viz., kAL, cobal, irop, and
Pho!vhums. Within a very recent date the
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