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'rm—: NORTH-EASTERN RATLWAY
AND THE PUBLIC.

We have had this week an unuum meeting of

the trains leaving York and Leeds, the local
rates have been partially reduced ; that from
Darlington, Newcastle, and Berwick the second
Class fares are still 2d per mile ; and that in
travelling cither to or from stations on_ the
southern part of the system passengers mst
will pay the full 2d per'mile. Are thero not
unequal rates and favouritism_here with a ven-
gence Then, again, on the lines the North
Eastern Company have acquired by amalgama-
tion, the public have been made to’ pay advan
cod rates—on the Stockton and Darlington
section from 1}d to 11d, on the West Hanle.
pool from 1d to 144, on the Carlisle from 134 |.>*
to 3d per mile. We would ask, are the public
treated fairly ! There can be but one reply,
No!

We hope the public and the press will not
rest satisfied. The press is unanimous in de-

manding better amangements, for they are
especially aggrieved by the present defective
system ; and in eturn they will gladly assist
the public to" obtain that to which they are
justly entitled, and that the district shall
be as well supplied with train accommodation
and at as low fares as it woud be if fair and
logitimate competition existed.  Whilst the un-
wsual circumstances militating against the com
mercial prosperity of this district have pressed
heavily upon the interests of the Nofth-Eastern
Company, as well as upon most of the private
firms, there has been every disposition to wait
for better times ; but after Mr Tiomrsox's
statement, showing the soundness of their posi
tion, we reiterate that the public are entitled to
more —that they should have as

the” North-Eastern t York, and
one specially mmmmg o thote who heve
jnvested their capital in that undertaking.. The
chairman, the engineer, the accountant, the
auditors, and finally a representative. of Quit-
ran, Bat, and Co., successively got up to de.
molish the statements of Mr H. J. Trorres ;
but nothing to our mind was so_conclusive as
the statement of Mr H. TENNANT, the able
and conscientious accountant of the compiny,
that during the 14 years he had held the office
he had never been requested in any way, to
« deviate one hair's breadth from the strict line
to bring out results of revenue which were not
fairly eamed.” We trust, however, that this
controvery will not end without the important
result of establishing an independent audit
committee, who would not only elect their own
auditors, but exercise some check upon the

* directors in the outlays, and whose interest it

would he especially to guard the capital
account on behalf of the shareholders. Such
a committee would inspire_confidence in the
stability of the company, as it has dorein other
companies. We have carefully abstained from
remark, during the progress of the Trorren
controvery, as it was purly affecting the
sharcholders ; but wo glean from Mr Trour-
Sow's speech a few important facts, first that
the North-Easter - line is maintained at a less
cost than the Midland by '59 per cent,, Lon-
don and North-Western by 1 per cent, and
lhr Great-Northern 479 per cent., or in round

umbers, § per cent. less than Midland, 1 per
cent less thanthe London and North-Westen,
41 per cent. less than the“Great-Northern,
whilst on these three lines the passenger rates,
are 20 first class, 14d second and 1d third, and
on the North Eastern the northern section are
still 2} first class, 2d second and ‘13 third.
‘Che next important statement is that the
strike of the enginemen has not added to the
expenditure  of the Company, and the
third fact to which wo especially would
draw attention is this that on the ordinary
stock the dividend averages £s 8s 11d,
on debentures £3 8s 6d, preference stock
L4 135104, And here we will jist mention
that it would be an immense advantage to the
shareholders to have the various classes of
shares consolidated into £100 stock, instead
of the present system with shares of every class
of value and every rate of dividend, as this is
apt to mislead the public as to the real value
of this class of property, and frequently to
njure the interest of the shareholders them-,

selves.

We now, after these preliminary remarks
pas: to what is really theobject our comments,
—the interests of the public. Mr Tnowrso
declined to enter into the charge of favoritism,
unequal fares as no case of unfair dealing had
been given by Mr TxoTTER. Now we think if

not M Trorran, the public who have no other |
n

means of locomotion but those supplied
through Mr Trostrsox's Company, are entitled
1o different treatment, Is it nota fact, that
when the public rendered them every support
and assistance during their struggle with their
workmen, they were rewarded with diminished
trains, and that it was not until strong remon
strances came from the Corporations and
Chambers of Commerce in the district,
md:d by the Press, that the usual train
rvice was resumed. Is it not a patent
Bt that the tmin. communication st the
present time between Newcastle and the great
centres of the Iron Trade on the Teos is simply
disgraceful ; that no train reaches Stockton,
Middlesbro’ and the Hartlepools from the
North till after half-past ten in the mornin
and that the simple request for a train to run
from Ferryhill in conjunction with the morning
government train, has been steadily refused.
Now how does this plain state of facts accord | 1y,
‘with the chairman’s statement made nearly
three years ago that having a monopoly of the
district the inhabitants were entitled to have as
good accommodation and at as_moderate
charges os if competition existed in the dis-
trict; or with Mr THoursox's remark, at Tues-
day's meeting, that their endeavours to secure a
complete system, by a series of unprofitable
amalgamations, would not fail to secure better
accommodation to the public, and better results
to the shareholders. Then again, what has be-
come of the chaim.an’s promise that in three
years (which will expire next February) the
Passenger rates should be reduced to 2d first
class, 1§ Second Class, and 1d Third Class.
Al\qhu statement of last Tuesday, we think
it without escuse if he does not perform

ample train accommodation as in other dis
tricts of the like importance and population,
and that they should-be carjed at the samo
rates as those charged by/the London and
North Western, the Midlad, and the” Great
Northern Railway Compani
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