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“TIIE TOLITICAL ATMOSTIERE
Tnovon just now the whole of tho great
Powers of Europe breathe towards cach other (’”"‘*
P, yet we remember nu] srecee,
time when the domestie. affuirs of the le «ulm"l

a spirit of fricndshi

nations were in @ more unsettled state thun
they are at the present moment. France, who
has s long kept hir ‘neighbours in a state of
warlike ferme nt, is now in a most scrious fix.
She has declared through the E
impossibi of retaining an
government to rule
but themoment the political reins are looscned,
the clements of Revolution begin to manifust [extent.

The old question irresistibly
suggests itself—Is France capable of constitu-
tional govermment?  She Jus writers, oratory, |
and philosophers cqual to those of any other
nation in Europe, and yet, by some strunge

irresponsible | ¢

destinics of the people;

themselves.

perversion of her pofvers, she seéms forbidden | amount.
such great
diverse climates and countrics, 4

to enjoy the fruits which sho has so frecly
distributed to the rest of mankind,  Iler
emperor is willing to divest himself of that

pessonal power which he has excreised in the

i not alw

name, thou ¥s to the satisfaction
of l)w nation; but the men whom he
call to bis councils will not act with or pay
Tespect to one another.  Liberty and Rouler
would be an unnatural alliance, and at this
Juncture the continuance of this statesman
oflicc would raise an outery from onc cnd of
Frauce to the other; but the men who might
with some degree of popular favour come to
the head of affuirs will not concent to act
together.  The Emperor wishes to retain the
serviees of M. de Foreade la Roquette, and at
the same time to cogage the talents of M.
Ollivier.  But the atter deglines the honours
of office unless M. de Forcade is dismissed;
and us the Emperor reg,
minister as abso
own interest, the political machiners
to a dead lock, aud the Emperor will perh:
tin be obliged to resume the reponsibility
of ruling the country with o mild despotism,
or allow it to fall into the hands of revolution-
ary factions.  Turning from France to Spain
and Italy, we sce little in cither state to give
us hope of political progy
more than a military dictatorship, wit
ble of ing before her eyes. A
revolution has been accomplished, but the
sword waves as the arbiter of all disputes;
and, after the land has been deluged \ulh
b]nml of rival partics, we shall most 'l]ul) see
a revival of all the old political vices and
abuses which were banished with Qucen
Isabella's expulsion. Italy is not much in
advance. OF all the parties existing fn the
Italian kingdom, there is not one ﬂn( has suf- | time.
ficient influcnce in the Chamber of Deputics
* 1o carry on the government suceessfully. It is
admitted by all that the affairs of Italy have
been muddied.  Dighonesty reigns in some
departments, and ”mismanugement in all;
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ruptey.  While taking a dispassionate vie of
our neighbours’ difficultics, it would not be
wise to ignore our own, which in
Tespects are cqually as serious
which we-have commented.  Mr. Gludstonc
Lias an unusually strong purliamentary follow-
ing at his back; but the questions which he
will be calléd upon to settle involve such
important conscquences as almost to cause the | and
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In faet, rough!
say that the canal provides a much shorter |
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Europa
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