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REDISTRIBUTION BY COMPROMISE.
Paosanty there was no direct precedeat for tho
sccurrence that took place in Downiog Street

the otber dsy, where, while s Gsbinet
was sitting, the leaders of the Parliamentary
Opposition were closeted with the Ministerial

Committes on Redistributiony aod communi- =

cations were earied on between the Conference

of O ents and the Council of Ministers. | To0 3"
In u;”:-‘ vhm u.- any ‘Council at large| ths <
that political power [ 44

exereised somethi
whish is in our d-yi oenﬂnul to the Cabioet
Council as aa epitome of the larger body, thers

was no doubt even more direct meeting d
luu but i | Commissiones

pereons,indeod, azd eullllhmnlutnm
Radics

consultation between Party lesders was the
‘most advantageous course that could be adopted

in reference to & grest mational question,

affecting the country as & wholo equally with

jts political divisiods as such.  What the &4
country wants is that the mew scheme of | th
Rodistribution ehall not tead to securo the | =
faotitions predomineaco of one party, but the

fuir expression of mational opinion aad

sontiment on the propounded policies of rival |

pstic ouchng the quesiocsof tho day ; and

that the new settlement shall bo a reasonably | fe

definitive and po...n.nzm ‘These conditions

ure more likely to be fulfilled by the two | lected
great political parties” consultiog over the | Parliam
matter than by one consideriag it aloge. If | o

tho Ministry bad persisted in carryiog overy-
thing by the numercial strength of thelr ows
majosity, they must neceanarily bavo made the
Redistribution to some extent a one-sided
fluir, in order to satisfy their extromt
sapporters; and then, when the Conservative
party came into power sgain some day, s
they would probadly Bave done in spite
being unfairly hsndicapped, they would bave
had stiong inducement and plausible exouse
for endeavouring to carry o further Redis
tribution ssbeme of theirown. But now they
will be bound by the compact of a compromise,
in which due regard has been taken for the

views and interests of both parties. That we |

are not unduly sanguind in our anticipation of
» successful issue to the Conference was shows,
wo think, by the snnouncement that Mr
Graperoxs waa able to make to the House of

Commous on Mondsy night. The right hon. | fat

gentleman boped, he said, to be in & condition
to introduce the Redistribution Bill oa that
day week, aod to proceed with the second
reading on the then coming Thursdsy week—

that is pow, mext Thursdsy. At the samp
time he declined to lay before the House for

iscussion tho arraogements made with: the | share in

Opposition a4 to the Redistribution of Seats
And very rightly he refraioed from introducing
this bone of contention smoog the extreme

factions of the House of Commons. 1€ ho had | ari

made such a revelation, aod allowed it to be
Xzown what provisions of the Bill were
inserted to satisfy the Conmevative Loaders,
and what other proposed provisions of '.Min
wero refused, he would have raised upa whele

bost of ameodments 00 the messaro irres-

m,..m.n‘..,m u.: or 3
(‘hdnm- h Join Mia Peers s side of the|

ol
A-rxvlﬂnn: ico o news comer from
wher e e "ol Bas e

politics, may be inclined to look upon
the affair as an unfortunato icnovatien ; but, :
for our own part, wo believe the inter-| desribed the

Y.
In the Houte of C«nmonl. M Maclver .uk
notice of ereass

om“m.m.. for mosey fo tha parposs
b

it 2o hoald bave been moro carelsl

poity
hx-l Neysss qu-hm in whioh u:- Admiralty | 2000
Qeep. intercat, ‘bad been
m to their notice rum Duke of
consideratle di

pectively of the jot

But now the nbm will bave to judge the n.n
o & whole upon its general and particular
merits. 1t will be, in fact, for a msjority nl

moderate-minded men to take iato sober snd {iand for

serious judgment the fairneas o the mpmi.
arrived at; aod if they fiod the measure
genenlly equitable, to pasm it over the heuh
of the extreme P

=] oy o G P o Mikon Roburm bas
m’.,. toral cars of tho Biaho .,1 Radlord " The W-ﬂ"gm Ir 2o b oot o

will meet lhadulnn“hm.‘lpuhhc,m

work mot only dove with

promptitude, but in such a way that it will
not have

ta be takexto picces aad dons over | 1

again in & few years’ time. Lookiog at the
matter withost bias, it is impossible to make

aay reasonsble estimate™of the effect of this
now electoral settlemont ; but all pariies will | 0%
jonal will, '

when they are sble to aseept it as isdeed

soquiesce in the bebests of the ns

sational.
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