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MR. DISRAELL

Turae is nothing, as Mr DissarLi told his
audiencoat Edinburgh, on Tuesday evening,
more gratifying in the life of a public man, no
thing 1 its toil and its aspgsity, more satisfac

tory and more soothing, than an expression of
sympathy from any body of his countrymen. Es.
pecially grateful at the present time must be
the magnificent and brilliant welcome given to
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, by the Con

servatives of Scotland.  In his case and on this
oceasion the welcome was as much an expres-
#ion of approval of his policy during the last
session, as a mark of admiration for his won*
drous genius. In him they greeted the most
successful statesman of the day,—and, after all,
there is much sober truth in TALLEYKAND'S
caustic saying that nothing succeeds like suc.

cess ; they honoured him who alone of his
compeers had been able to unravel the Gardian
knot of Reform, and who had settled the ques-
tion on 50 broad a basia as will stay any agita-
tion, at least on the main question, for a gene-
nation to come.  We may, therefore, consider
the banquet of Tuesday and the other honours
paid to Mr Disuaget by the people of Edin-
burgh as alike the reward of his services on the
Reform question, and as expressive of theirgene-
ral approval of and confidence in the policy of
the present Government.

And looking at these honours as paid to Mr
Disnart personally we are ready and willing
toacknowledge how justly they are due. By

mere strength of brain he has lifted himsell

+ uptobe the leader of the renowned historic

~party which has been illustrated by the splen-

did cloquence of a Boungaroxe: and the ad-
ministrative skill of a Prrr,  There are fiw
passages, we fancy, in contemporary English
history, more suggestive and instructive than
the record of Mr DiskAELYS first failure. - Read
in the light of his present triumphs it shows
themagical power of perseverance and  pluck.”
When, sneered at and ridiculed by the House,
resuming his seat baffled, beaten, but not de
spairing, he exclaimed, “Though 1 sit down
now, the time will come when you will hear
me,” he hazarded a prediction that has been
amply fulfilled. He occupics to-day a foremoste
‘position in the eye of the world, he is the “ob
served of all observers,” the most sucéessful
statesman of the day, the most remarkable man
of the times.  And this marvellous success is
due to no wondrous power of oratory. His
speeches are always luminous and thoughtful,
but they are never warm; eager, passionate
utterances. Only in sarcasm does he stand
unrivalled, and this art he has almost renounced
in his late speeches.  Now and then there is a
flash of the old fire, a stray spark of the old
heat, but few who read his addresses now-a-
days would imagine that it was he who hurled
at Sir Rovent PrEL the most savage phillipics
of late times ; orthat it was he who denounced
the great Conservative min organiz-
ed hypocrisy” —as “a great middleman who
‘bamboozledone party and plundered the other”
—and as the politician who had * found the
Whigs bathing and had stolen their clothes.”
His intéllectual versatility, his clear and cold
voice, his plucky appearance, all aid him in
a wonderful manner. Notwithstanding that his
politics are not popular,f he is and has always
been 3 favourite with the people, a result not
due to his talents as an orator, or as a philoso-
pher, but 1o his unfailing and unflinching
courage, his keen zest of conflict, and his mag-

* nificent strength of brain and will. It cannot
be said that his history is the history of his
country or of the parliament of his country.
TIndeed, as was said of Sir Rosaxt Pres, he is

. a man without fthe creative or imaginative

faculties, without genius and originality, and | has "m-.,
sufirage. If o, may it not with equal pro- | to s

distinguished more by solid and' serviceable
ualites snd a_ welldisciplined and well
balanced intellect than by original powers of
the highest order. Sall the fact remauns that

proved himself alike able as a novelist and
financier.

Tn politics Mr Drssastrhas never beesicoo-
sistent or permancit. He is like a weathercock,

‘and havingalready®gone directly round bids fair
2 last o become more Liberal than the Libe
1als.§§ When heetumed o England from his
grand tour in_ the midst of the first Reform
struggle he espoused the cauise of the Radieals ; |
then he became the champion and defender of |
Protection and the heartiest opponent of Free
trade ; and, lastly, he has pdssed a Reform Bill
more democratic than even the Radicals desir-
ed—a measure which his chief describes as :‘
“Jeap in the dark," and of whose cansequences
and action we can know nothing. As M
Guizor said of his great opponent, his policy is

lers | logical pri
navigator consults the weather, and, though he
does not always make a quick or prosperous
voyage, and fairly spread his sails to the wind,
yet by veering, tacking, and_doubling, he con
trives, 10 use the nautical phrase, to wear on,

cargo. He has been myfnly directed in his
policy by expéliency and \e course of events,
andthough bethas seemed to gulde has really
followed the temper of public opinion. A
French_politician of the Fronde tells us that
15 of all qualities the most
gement of great affairs:
and this idea hasbeen the ruleand motto of Mr
Disraecr’s life.  Well, we are not all so
righteous that we can cast a stone. Most of
the statesmen of the day have abandoned
principles with which they were inentified ;
for the House of Commons is a decidedly
practical assembly, and deals not with prin
ciples but with facts.

Mr DisraRLY'S genius is essentially of the
practical order. He is a politician, and is, as
truly as CiaRLEs ‘Towssuexp, the child of
the House of Commons. He every day adopts
himself to the disposition of the Commons,
and adjusts himself before it, t0 use the lan
guage of BURkr, “as at a looking glass.” He
never seems to rela, except when he “ does”
the agricultural and bucolic at Hughenden, and
(Mwer\; speech there like the Georgics of
prose, Itis,said the most eloquent
orpmlomphmandrmccmgolmmmm inthe
relaxation of security, it is in the expansion of
prosperity, it is.in the hour of dilatation of the
heart, and of its softening into festivity and
pleasure, that the real character of man
discerned.  But these things make little differ
ence to Mr Disratet, In “his happier hours
of social pleasure,” and in the stir of party
conflct, in the moment of defeat or of victory,
same—cool, unconcerned, mar
vellously clever, but as wondrously dogged and
cynical.  He is altogether a brilliant man,
fitted by his great powers of intellect and
brain to be the leader of a great historic party,
and yet from his coolness, his audacity,and the
practical character of his genius singularly
adapted to be the leader of the “stupid”
squirearchy, those men,who, in SHAKFSPEARE'S
words, are fools by a divine thrusting on.”

The specch of Mr Diskari on Tuesda
seems to us far from being one of his happiest
efforts. Though studded with cpigrams and
witty hints, the discourse seems to us laboured
and wearisome.
a Conservative Government for having flealt |
with the Reform question—a task already at
tempted with greater brevity, and not less in-
genuity, by the head of the Government
Hmaryu well as statistics may be tumed to

y purpose ; but all Mr DisrasLt's sophistry
lnd onesided pleas will fail to shake the
genenal conviction that the Reform Bill of
1867 aroso out of the Reform demonstrations
of 1866—as might be proved, if it were worth
while, from the speeches of Conservative
sters.  Assailed on the one side
by the Edinburgh Review, and on the other
by the Quarterly—to both of which he replied
with pungent wit and adroit arguments—the
Chancellor of the Exchequér emphatically |
denied that there had been a Conservative sur-
render, or that he had assisted to democratise
the Constitution. The Reform Bill of 1867
was not a great but a little Bill. . Such is now
the cue of Mr DisrarL1, assailed by the heavy
artillery of the Quarterly. *Are we really to
believe,” he exclaimed. “that a constituency
of one million and a half—one million of whom
we know from our own knowledge for a very
considerable space of time have exercised that
sufirage according to the dispositions of the
country, and are now to be assisted in the ful-
filment of their duty by some half a million or

ment of democratic government in England ¢
Mr DisraELt was cautious with reference to
the future, but he told his Scotch friends dis-
tinctly thatif they wanted more members, the
increase must be obiined, not at the expense

of Commons.

But all these things are common place; we
have heard them all before now.  Of the future
Mr Disnagut hints little.  He does not tell us
whether the Conservative party having taken
the initiative in Reform is williog to carry out
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