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the punishment of death, we are constrained to
state our belief that the execution of the three
Feriian prisoners at Manchester was no less a
useful and beneficial exan.ple than a political
necessity. It seems to us to have served a
doudle purpose, in avenging the outraged
majesty of the law and in excrcising a deter
rent power over the associates of the convicts,
and asy of those dissffected and discontented
people who ace ready to ally themselves with
the Fenitn movement at any time when it
appears more flourishing and its prospects
brighter. It hasoften been contended that
capital punishment has no terrors ; but, how-
ever much its great moral lesson may rbe
doubted, it seems that the executions on Satur.
day last proved that no punishment could be
50 dreadsd, and none could have exercised 5o
salutary an influence over the Those
who expected that some acts of revenge and
retaliation would follow and who anticipated
the horrors of another “Irish Night * were sur-
prised to find thatthe conspirators were stupi
fied by the event. The convicts and their

Government/would consider their crime a

Burx, at the last moment commute the sen-

tences. To this hope they pertinaciously ad-

hered, and pethaps they did not abandon somo

lingering hope ill the death-bellsounded. 'The

horror, the terror, the dismay with which the

execution was by the friends of the
demned, the fecling of pity whi

acute lawyers and all the bhust
depitations and petitions, out
due sentence of the law.
these men suffered was, g3 one of our contem-
poraries has forcibly remarkel, a murderous
assaalt upon the sanctuary of justice—a com

bined and deliberate attempt to substitute

friends had alike chung to the belief that the | b2

political one, and would, as in tho case of

pressure. of
the
“The crime for which

Mr Welly Bty o th
a2k, b 2 b peel S
North Shields Workiog
Man's Club are ** To be let,” aad It s feared the lastitation | *ing
e 1 b woand wp.
Tas Nowra-Eavrexx Rariway.—Aa oficial
clenlr, fely domriving the orts.

the Usited  Siates
ises ‘of the

of mines. Mr Bouttern

the violence of political pa for the

liberties in the mintenance of which all radks
all classes, all partles, are equally and vitally
interested. 1f, as Eouoxp Buaxs once said,
all v institutions exist for the sake of putting
twelve mer. together in a jury ‘box—if the chief
end of civil government be the calm, impartial
and effective administration of justice—if it be
supremely desirable to keep tyranny and ter.
rorism by whomsoever resorted to under check
—then the offence of the Manchester male-
factors was of a nature which society could
not afford to etcourage by any show of indulg:
ence.

We think, then, that the execution was a right
and proper action of the law, and we rejoice
that it has obtained, with the singleexception
of the Star, the unanimous assent of the prése.
The Star seems to ground its objettion on the
plea that the crime which these m
on the scaffold, was a political one, and there

this, as we conceive it, dangerous fdlacy. It
is urged that ArLe and his companions bore
no personal ill-will to the murdered man,
Buerr,and that they committed the crime in
what they considered a rightful cause. Now,
we would contend that the crime of murder
malice. A housebreaker who kills the owner,
plundering him, may have o pérsonal malice,
1o wish to deprive him of life, but the very fact
that they were engaged in a felonious act con-
victs them of murder. A blow levelled at the

—but the character of the act cannot be made
to tum exclusively upon the end which is
thereby sought to be effected.  That will neces-
sarily be determined in part, and ought to be
determined by the nature of the agency to
which recourse is had for the purpose. A des.
perate and lawless act can never be excused
by its ulterior purposes. The aut at Manches-
ter was one of those crimes against society

crusade against the judicial or legal institutions
of a country, which are essentially non-poli-
tical, and the uninterrupfed working of which
is indispensible to the maintenance of social
order, is what no community can tolerate. A
people must be ruled, and any attempt to

police and military. By either- public o
or martial law we must be governed ; and so
long as we prize our freedom and liberty, so
long should we discountenance, and disclaim
any sympathy with, such crimes as that at Man.
chester, which but throw us back on the old

civilisation and advance in legal politics.  And
we regand the exccution as having served
another useful purpose in supplying a check to
the prevailing lawlessness and rowdyism of the
times. We cannot calmly see the spirit which
is visible on every hand. The riots at Eir-
mingham have been followed by bread riots in

abundant evidenco of an excited and lawless
spirit which will on any favourable occasion
burst loose.  The stern and severs example of
the law's rovenge on Saturday will, we trust,
lave done something to crush the halfbelief
which existed d be broken with
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