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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1867.

THE ITALIAN CRIS|

Tyr aspect of affairs in Ttaly has experienced a
grave and unexpected change. The solution of
the Roman difficully, the only one which can
be real and permanent, has begn delayed, and
France again has appeared in her old role of
the Pore’s protector and"friend. When the
Esirenon had comfambly and amicably ar.
ranged matters with Prussia, and had reccived
a sort of halfassurance qm she would_ not in-
terfere in the Italian question, he at once
showed that he was not disposed 1o yield to
RATAzz1, and that the obligations of the Sep-
tember Convention would be fully enforced by
him. Of the communications that passed be.
tween Paris and Florenice we know nothing; we
can simply judge of their meaning and purport
by thein results.  All we know is simply this,
that Ttalian volunteers lately poured over the
Pagal frontiers, aad obtained several, though
not very important, successes ; that the Italian

the frontier ; that still the volunteers poured in,
ll at last France sent a diplomatic communi-
cation, probably m:?,ﬁ g another invasion
inaase the Italian Gévernment could not put
an end to this state of things ; that troops ac
tually went on board transports at Marseilles
with a view tosail for Civita Vecchia ; that a
ministerial crisis took place at Florence, ending
in the resignation of the Premier and the ap.
pointment of a successor of high character, but
unknown politics ; andthat, simultancously with
this change, the French Government abandon.
ed, or at all events postponed, its design of in-
tervention, and the troops, already on board the
transports, were ordered to disembark. It is
of importarce to the ExvEuon, we know, to
hold Rome. ~ So long as he does so his hand is
on the throat of Italy, ‘and France, by having
tholife of Italyin her grasp, acquires an ascend
ancy in the political balance of Europe to which
no other power can aspire. Then the occasion
was @ tempting one to the Extrenon. His
policy has been so unsuccessful and effete of
late that a success was needed to prove the con-
tinued power and prestige of the French name.
Prussia was adangerous foe, but Italy was read.
ily humiliated: The latest sensation at Paris
was the preparation of an expedition for Rome.
It wada pleasing and useful diversion of the
national attetion. The people of France have
50 often settled the Pore’s affars for him.that
they are in danger of forgetting the state of
their own country, and of neglecting their own
liberties in restricting those of other nations and
peoples.  The Estesror cannot afford to put
an end to a piece that produces such public in-
terest, and employs the pens, the wits and the
tongues of the unquiet portion of his subjects.
“Ihough he has played out the play to the last
act he withholds the final denouement, having
: | nothing to substitute in its place which would
creato half the excitement. Like a theatrical
‘manager hard up for a new piece the Euriuon
keeps perpetually thrumming on at the same
piece, and does not afford the world the ;h,;m
est glimpse of when it is to be withdrawn.
course it insults, and humiliates the llahm
people, it aflords them, ever craving for the
panes et cireenses, the occasion for speculatidn
and gossip, it distracts their attention from in.
temnal affairs, and, moro than all, it flatters
their petidea that France rules the destinies of
nations and is the imperial and imperious mis-
tress of Europe.

Of course, wheo France speaks Italy must
listen. The Ewrenos has decreed that the
papacy shall stand, at least for the present, and
* Italy is bound by his fiat.  RATAZ21 has resign-
ed rather than yield to the demands of France
and Ciatoisy, known only as a soldier, is the
chief of the situation. It seems impossible to
imagine anything more painful and bitterly hu-
miliating to the pride of Ttaly than these repeat-
ed interferences of the French Emperor. He
stands like a mocking fiend-between them and
their purpose. Every step they take is crippled
by him, everything they desire is denied them,
and their highest and loftiost
made the means of their bitterest humiliation,
Fancesupportsthe effete and crumbling papacy,

and insists on the complete and faithful falfil
ment of the terms of a Conveation which the
national will and the national sympathies

3¢ | never approved, and which, now, the national

% e Trasta, A approve

e e i, il 1 i o0 Fupiars, | enthusiasm will not allow to be flfiled. The

“"’""" Soek v Trude (rtheut moral 304 57 | French potentate is undoubtedly technically
Losimenta

ia tither Town or

i the right He can lawfully demand his
“pound of flesh.” Tt was in his power o as-
sert that thero had been no insurrection in the
Papal States ; thatfRome had notrisen against
its priestly rulers - and that no circumstances
had arisen which would-warrant the Italian
Govemment under the September Treaty in
crossing the frontier and marching upon the
Etemal City. And it suited his interests, or
supposed_interests, to require that the engage-
ments of the JFlorence Cabinet should be
nncdy fulfilled, though he himself had cvaded
NAPoLEON supporting the Pore. he

has before despoiled and deceived, and for.
bidding Italy to enter the haven he has helped
ex to reach—this is the strange phantasma.

TR e th mode U mpayment, whh | goria that France has held up to the sight of
SRR e s o astounded Europe for the last few years as the
M‘...._.."‘“‘K.M, ‘m_lw Jibost beog 88 | result of the lofiest wisdom, the highest pat.

tem of sapient statecraft  Far better than
this anotherFlavian amphitheatee where the
lives of a)few hand(uls of victims might be
‘made the playthings by which an extravagant
court befooled the gaze 9f an excitable popu-

But Italy bas yielded, and the storm that |
scemed to lower has blown over. ‘The con-
flict that scemed impending between France
and Traly has been avoided, but no one can
say that the question is settled.  Its solution
can only be in the destruction of the temporal
sovercignty of the Pore, and so long as France
props up the crumbling power she is preparing
2 slumbering conffagration that may at any
moment tum into 'a dangeroas blaze, and is
sowing for herself a future harvest of sorrow
and repentance.  This temporary and pacific
settlement of the question is the happiest thing
for France, for it is certain_ that the re-occupa-
tion of the Roman States by France would have
been more perilous to the EuPERon than to
the talian King. Italy, as we have said, has
yielded, butjthe question is not settled. The
French Emperor must be bereft of his pro-
verbial sagacity if he supposes that he can
maintain things as they are. The Italian
nation will not cease to demand Rome as a
capital, and no Government can long be upheld
in the Peninsula, the policy of which.is Based
on the strict fulfilment of a one-sid¢d and ob-
nosious treaty.  And whilst Naposox claims
the fulfilment of this convention %e is ruin-
ing tfe material interests of the Xingdom, | 5
whose friend he pretends to be. * Italy can be
of use to no person while it remains a torture
and an enigma to_itself, and the EMPEROR by
his - short-sighted and foolish policy is
alicnating the sympathy and friendship of the
Italian people, and'is robbing himself of his
strongest and firmest ally. His arrogant dicta-
tion has made Italy his mortal foe, and we
may be sure that henceforth France’s difficulty
will be Italy's opportunity. Italy, however,
can wait. We have often befqre-preached the
gospel of patience, and we would but repeat
the burden of that old advice now. Let the
Italians believe that everything comes round
to him that waits. ‘Time is on their side, and
they will in the future win all that is denied
them in the present. Theirs is a winning
cause, and though the night be long and dark
and sorrowful, we cannot doubt that the morn-
will be bright and joyful and prosperous.
—_—
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