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SLEEPY BIGNALMEN.
Tan latter balf of last woek farnished quite

« crop of railwsy cesualties, smong which | th

were the cases of ane woman rus ‘over sod
‘killed at & level crosing, one platelsyer
sacrifised whils at work, one train thrown. off
the line through an axle breskiag, sud thres
collisions of a serious charscter, though for-
tunatély not sttended with fatal results. The
death of the poor woman aud of the luckless
platelsger may possibly be sssigasble to
personal inadvertence (not to say careless-
nees), from which wo may always expect
accidents to happen, on railweys ss elsowhere ;
and these casualties would cost the companiss
nothing. But in the ather foyr mishaps rail-
way property was damsged b’ th extéut, snd
not s few “pases for, compensation”
produced, thotgh no life was lost. Now, fa
rogard to the broken sxlo which threw one
train off the line, wo can doubtless trust the
company, in their own interest, to mako a
close investigation into the speeisl cause of
this mishap, and to take any precautions for
the future that observation may suggest. To
give railway managers their due, they are not
disinclined to discover and remedy auy
mechanical defects tending to produce
accidents. We therefore pass to the three
collisions, which were presamably cansed by
shortoomings of railway servants, and not by
any defects in the lines or rolling-stock, We
notice that all three of these misadventures
occurred, not on the crowded lines of the
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Metropolitan, or even of s manuficturing | [°Hre

district, but upon rural sections of great lines,

where thers is generally ample sscommodatir |

for the traffic.  What can be the reason  that
danger should thus appesr to be greater whers | }
traffc is comparatively light than upon the

crowded rails of such lines ns'the Motropolitan | tion ax

Underground, with trains passing every fow
minutes ? Cogitating for s solution of this
apparent snomaly, we came upon the case of
o railway signalman prosecuted before the
Croydon magisterial bench for theft. In the
the course of tho proceedings it transpired | T
that the prisoner’s pay was £1 o week for
twelvo hours’ labour per day or night (in-
cluding, we suppose, Bundays). The presiding
magistrata pat the pertinent question, ¢ ATe
they presunied to be.on the seme epot all the
twelvo hours of the night?” and receiving
an offirmative reply from the station-master,
the magistrate oxpressed his opinion in the
concise but expressive exelamation, Too
long !"—a view in which the station-master
coincided. But the next questions and
answers are very suggestive in regard jto the
causes of railway collisions:—* Are they
-uppo-odm bo awake all the time P—Ye
Do you bslieve they are t—No.” Per)
neither the railway company connected with

hopeless
oot ym-rch.
Tho clerk, m..d,m 4 ympnﬂ-l to make for
that came of
ence
ldren
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Hackney sod Hoston o and K.mg-hnd in some
other districts, the movement for cloing st fve
o'clock on Thursday evenings has been adop
the majority of -hopkugen in several u.de., and
the fh-l.gm.;a eonl\:lnr jpors bare been calsbat-
eir victory by evening excursions to
b sanovnaemes “1. Geath of cm‘-’.‘l‘ﬁ‘f..
Remminsk vl ook bo sotioed of approciat
Lundreds of thousaads who wers oo
sppearan m as tlie ignorant
boy. i T mun.-»y, nght, but_not h{
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this case, mor any other, will be much |for

affeoted by a remonstrance which the Croydon
bench direoted the station-master to convey
to his superiors‘against this excessive timo of
duty for signalmen, and an intimation that
the magistrates would ot be suxious to travel
on that line. But railway companies msy
well ask themselves, whether, in their own
pecuniary interest, it is good policy to trust
the safety of their lines and rolling-stock, and

their more procious passongers, to signalmen  Roman Cat

not belioved by a station-master to keep awake
at their posts. We are quite awre what
may be urged in behalf of the companies with
regand to the stato of the labour market. No
doudt, £1 a week for non-laborious ‘and io-
door employment will briog forward an ample
supply of candidates for the signal-box,
especially in rural districts. Nor can we sa)

that Lho ‘men are very severely tasked in com- | &

n with those in variousother cccupations.
“‘! of the London' lhap-lllhhnl-l who are
now | demandiog and partially -obtainiog a
small reduction of time, work from twalu to
fifteah oc sixtecn bours a day; while ‘of a
poor | journeyman biker, who last woek
escaped from intol¢rable drudgery by suicide,
it was stated in evidence that * he worked from
eleven o'clock at night/until five or. §x. the
Dext ovening, and even later on Saturdays
and Sundags.” From a philanthropic point
of view, therefore there are toilers that have
& stronger claim on public commiseration than
nilway signalmen. But the publio have a
direct i z with regard to overwork in th
case of almen, which they huve not .z
the of] nuel cited. ‘Atd we submit that)
the ‘mployarl of the railwyy toilers have an

which the employers iu the other
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actual penalties on companies, as well es
restriction of trafie. What it the advantages
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HARPERLEY AND CATCHGATE STEAM AND WATER CORN MILLS,

NEAR ANNFIELD PLAIN,

GEORGE

p WHOLESALE AXD RNTATL
JLLER AND CORN MEROHANT, GARDEN AND PIELD SEEDSMAN, GROCER AND
M MERCHANT,
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FERMANENT CLOVEE AND GRASS SEEDS
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