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POPULAB LAND-RIGHTS.

Ir all the people who sgree in dnmnexng b=

our existing Land Laws coald slso

support o single and definite scheme o ¢

reformiog theso laws, the question would
doubtless w900 become & more practical and
pressing one.

1t would bo wonderfal indeed | ceods, aod he aso proposee o
#a scre to all

if there were not defeots in

the ownership and tenure of land, cousidering

that many of theso lands dato from ancent
timps, when the social condition of the United
Kihgdom was very different from what it is
at present. But it is much easier to make
this general ata’ement than to pat one’s fioger
on particular defects, and propote effoct
remedies; and thix accounts for the diversity
wa propounded by would-be reformers
for instance, s good deal of differonce
between Mr Grorow, who would confiseate all
private property Inleod, and M Omarras
~who proposcs that the State should facillats
! tre proprietary leq\lmhon of land by actial
peasaat cultivators ; while Lord Vanxox, who
spoke on the subject th other dy, wishes
ouly to make land more reedily tranferable,
1o abolish primogeniture, and to encourage the
letting of land in swmall holdings.

these three land roformers will by-and-by
perhaps agree upon scme minimum and
practical scheme of roform, on which the
verdict of the constituencies, and especially of
the now agricultural voters, may be expressed.
In the mesntime, we would direct the
attention of these new electors to one aspect o’

the land question which materially concerns | {;

thim even at present.  Whether the Inbourer
will ever bave a larger sharo in the ownership
or enjoymect of the national soil §s & mco}
question ; but, in any case, we would suggest
that ke can make use of his no
position to maintain his existing interest in
“the soil, and to recover rights of which ho has
been defrauded. Rystl labourers have indeed
more interest in the soil of the country than
many townspegple imsgine. When we
mention parish commons, village greeas, road-
eide strips and field-paths, we refer to popular
Tights in the nations] soil which sre generally
older than all existiog private proprietary
rights. 1t seems to bave beeo the principle
of our encient land system that on all msnors
sufficient common land should be reserved for
the recreation of the labouriog population and
for the pasture of such animals as they might

P
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iead lrom forign datien wuld sbelah he dutio
11 articlos now subject o them.
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THI JARROW BRASS BAND CONTEST.

To the Bditor of thd Consett Guardian.
o Sin—Repecting the band comtat at Jaro, n which

"t e e judes
e e due S ’

manage to possess; and also that, irrespective | fru peshe:

of carrisge-roads, which must always pursue
doviaus tracks in order to cbtain practicable
gredicnts, there should be ressonably con-
venient foot-patha in all necessary directions
for the wagfarer on foot. Nothing is more
ancieut 1 connection with the land,
nothivg should bo held more sacred, than the
right of  cottager to pasture his animal on
common land,
from his own villago to the next, or to 3
neighbouring town. Yot per
metter in which cupidity, intolerance, and
oppression have been more sadly manifested
than this reserved popular right in the soil.
We do not_say that all lavdowners or land-

tecants, o e majority of them, are at
avy gives] timg disposed to encroach upon the
legal, and one might say the pre-legal, rights

of the poor; but every masor, every estate,
aud eyery farm will at one time or other have
a possessor or tenant malevolently bent upon

eosxio a slico of common land, eribbing a | 2

slip of roadside green, or stopping up 8 foot-
path. In so doing these persons are confiscating
for their-own selfish advantage rights much
older than their own, and eubject to which

they and their predccessors have como into |

possession.
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- JOTTINGS BY THE WAY.
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Isczpo."]

Indications of the coming wi i
more and more appareat. 1 do oot alluds to the
fight of the ewallow, nor to the fall of the * sear
and yellow leal,” but ratherto the tokeos of
mental sctivity now at work within cur border.
‘The Coasett and District Parliamentary Debatiog
Society will reassemble in little more than a week,
and the programme for the session begun in earnest.
Natare enjoias & season of periodical repose, and

in keeping with this universal law, institations

both small aod great are usually barred sgainet
intrasion for a time. There is a strange mixtare
of intellectual elements In this society of district
celebrities. The clergy, the law, aod neacly the
whole of the civil o bave each their
votaries, whilst the middle and labour clase are
equally well represented. Few towns of evea
“protentions than Consett can bosst such an
asembly ; abd certalnly 5o former orgasisation
catablished fa this district has obtained even s
tithe of the popularity sccorded to this one.
ey gro y side by side”—the Radical,

m Whig, the Home Raler, aad the Tory.
iamily indeed, but s0 sicely is the balsace
@ power adjusted that each has learned to respec
the other. The maiden searion was characterised
by » spirit of good fellowship and courtesy seldom
met with in controversial circles. Fow mgn know
how mach to say, whea to sposk, whea to listan,
aud whea 10 be silent, but the man who is not too
wise to learn will scquire much that is worth
kuowiig b7 beoming & member ob—sur locl

House of Comm

Aot ign o he weutsppressh o 1o homg
evenings s the gathering sigoal of another local
tion, I refer to the Consett and District
Chunl Society. In & town and district where 10
agencies aro ab work for the welfare of the
abatiiatn, she kebiek mey peciapete o th
ruit of_civilisation &%  cost amountiog to lttle
more thRh a school boy's pence. To be able-to

sing well is an accomplishment of which anyone
Young.

sy be futly peosd
ought 1o’ taki

people expecially

eary to fold one's arms and allow every privilege
to drift beyond our reach ; it needs no sweat-of

o whisperings of the preseat for

ioging in ua.
district; and the high degres ‘of proficien

attained by its membera is & good illustration o
what ean be accomplished by a class of instruction
and exercise. Indeed, it is well-known that a fow
of the oldest members of the Sxciety are a0 skilled
in the gentle art that they would do credi

feasion could they be induced 1o seek & more

ambitious outlet to their taleat,

Shotley Bridge is usually regarded as’ an easy-
ing apot, bk the presace of s distingushed a
visitof aa Mr Atherley Jones has troubled th
" | placid waters.  r Jones may very probably have
been led to understand that Sbotley was mu.
more than an obecare village, never dreamig that

withis! its sylvan borders was a veritable ** n-yor.
alive and fn the fesh. Joo (bas evidently but Li

E

relis!

metal bo would not have held his adversary so
lightly. The  Mayor” was in his war paint ; aod
peaker baving given expression to. cortain
statemeats, his * Worship," 5o looger ablo to kesp
steady under 10 witheriog & fire, braodished the
tomahawk aod uttered & war whoop. hhn::mn
followed, aa well it might, but Mr Jooes, having
the good fortune to cccapy 10 elevated & position as
» pablic platform, saw the tide of war rolling in

“ You'll mot have the chaace of doiog any harm

MOST. MONEY LENT P

M STREET .

t| called in. This s the

soul tofollow the c-owd ; but the thoughtfal wisely .

by Mr Arthar
¥| and exhaastive address

for lawyers; and had Mr Joaea known Jo's | 7.

ot e pevs s gired mith b n..,.
o iron s bub i dscatond] sdvaniage ate socond
o sone in the Kingiem, Erisog cloes s
istroduced there two years ago oa o basie
Shas o tower e, Reeaty dioint -ubj-ch wers
taaght weekly. The work the attendant
resalta of the fint year proved dissppoiating.
The veature proved s failure from » fnacial
point ; and that is certaloly amongat the fint

of considerations, unless people care 0 be tanght
on the charity school system. T commitios of
mansgemens resolved to try again. They did nos
conteat themaelves by hoping that if would be all
right next time ; nay, they sat down and began to

London, was consalted, and it was fisally arraged
that stadents attendiog thess clases would be
graated the privilege of sitting for the May
examioations beld uader Governmentsupervision,
d would consequeatly Perilpae n the diiclbe-
Hom of the. Quecn's prizes asd bronze medals

W awarded by that department. The valug of this

sabjoined exhibitions and
studeatships are opea:—Royal exhibition—four
ven each year—tenablo for three years, valae £20
per year. National acholarships—twelvo each yoar
—tenable for three years, value £00 per year.
fre stadeoiabip a the Normal Schoc of Scincs,
Whitworth .ﬁhnhnup, &c., &e. Thess induce.
meate had the desired effect. No fower than
eighty youog men came forward and joined the”
[

Six

branches of education bad their voteries in paying
numbers, aod the success all round bas beea far
beyond the expestations of the projectors. An
eciog class based on these lites would be a rare
boon to the youth and young men of Cosett and
district. The New Town Hall is large enough and
10 spare, and the whole of_the workiug machinery

the junior division of fnstruction 4
by voluntary teachers, say arithmetic, m
and sborthand. No adept in theso arts would
object to devote an hour or two weekly to the
propagation of their favourite study; whilst for
ages aod the bigher walks of science,
professional teachers of good standiog require to be
ay in which success bas
been attained in the quarter referred to, and s
commendable an vudertakiog is certaisly worthy
ode Ln\l The fees mast necesserily be low, for

e groundwork of sucoess. anced
Foeoah 108 homan 0 et 7o 6d per sassion
of tix mogths, s0d Bo subject in art o scicnoe to
be more than Ge per session. This ratio of charges
20 well that the committee have now s
fand which they propose devoting to the psying of
Balf the fees of intending stadents whose circam-
stances are such that they are oot very able to help
themaelves.
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