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THE AMERICAN WAR A WAR OF LIBERTY.

General Fremont has taken a stop which will
silence many controversies, and whilst it strikes
terror into the eamp of the Southern slave-hold-
ing Confederates will givo joy to the hearts of the
friends of humanity and the slave all tho world
over. The General, having occasion to declare
mactial law throughout the State of Missouri,
overwhich he has military command, has published

jamation declaring the property of tho
robels lmeu..l for public uses and dheir slaves niade
Jfree. Tho importance of this declaration can
searcely be exaggerated. In Missouri, as in the
alave-bolding states further south, the chief rebels
ar the planters, and their chief property (so
ealled) isslaven. Hero then is a distinet invitation
to them tc join the camp and cause of the
Federalists, where they will not only have shelter
and syecour, but Where their boods will be struck
off, and themselves raised to the diguity of free
men. We Lope they will rush in crowds to the
place of Refuge whose gates are thus thrown open
1o them. The glad news will spread, and we shall
greatly surprized if other States be ablo loog
% hold thele boodsmen, when the State of M
sourt is thus declared, by the highest military
auithority, free toil.

It remains to bo seen what course the Govern-
pent at Washington will tako consequent on this
proclamation.  Hitherto the President, despite
his” anti slavery sentiments and sympathies, has
carefully stcod witiin the limits of the constita-
tiony and scrupuloualy refrafied from tho slightest
interference with the odious tyranny which
under tho euplionism of “the domestic institu-
tion.” How will he now act? Will he hesitate
4o endorse the truly noblo deed which s covered
tho name of Fremont with ahalo of glory, brighter
and purer than can possibly be achioved by frats:
of arms, however splendid and signal?  Rather
old Uis. declaration of freedom forth as
N watchword of the war. * Let every slave through-
out the wide l\epnﬂw Xnow that in fighting with

the Federalista he ia, in reality, fighting for his
own iberty and tho cmancipation of his brtbren
in bonds We cannot then doubt the result.
The fight may rage Gerecly, the strife may be
bloody, but if severs it will bo short, and the
“doom of slavery will bo a result worth the cost.
Edglishmen will understand and appreciata the
‘quarreland its issuo; and no questions of cotton
or currency will provent the people cheering on
those engaged in & cause so just and holy, although
baptised by tears and blood.
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