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Poetry: Original and Select.
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PEACE—ON WHAT TERMS?
Tie war news that wd clsewhere give will be
read with deep interest, not only for the im-
pomm of the incidents themselyes, but as
showing at what u critical stage the war has
An immensc force threatening Paris,
and thie most cncrgotic, desperate, and heroic
cfforts to defend it, reprosents a stato of affuirs
which must have momentousresults. ~ Another
tdccisive battle of the world” is pending.
It is most painful,” says the Zimer, “to

t to T the profound scnse of
humiliation that woeld bo felt throughout
France should Paris surrender to the enemy ;
it is cqually distressing to contemplate the
ravago and destrustion of this beautifal city if
it shonld be bombarded. - The impulse of all
]Jy:-('lnl]u‘ must be to interposo and try to
prevent what will be regarled as s catastropho
throughout Europe.” This language conveys,
though rather fecbly, the general fecling. 1t
would scarcely be too much to say that all
Europo stands aghast at the prospect of the
destruction of the most beautiful city in the
world, and that it is felt that the other great
Powers onght at oiice to interfere—amicably
aud-importislly—to prevent such an awful
calamity.
art, of the pulatial buildings, the lovcly boule-
vards and gardens, tho lixurious dwellings of

i
the rich, and tho crowded houses of the poor

—tho desolation ‘of beautiful Paris would bo
an unspeakable calamity in itsclf; but it
would be awful in its conscquences. T
after such national disister and degradation
would never be lasting, on whatever terms it

ht be made; peace bofore such a lament-
able event might bo concluded on such terms
as woulil not too much degrade the self-respect
of Frunce, and might afford somo gunranteo
for the -permanent tranquillity of Europe.

Without Venturing to_predict the fortunes of |

war, and without even rockoning up tho
chances for and against cach Power engaged |

818

in it it is 2 mero truism to ~|atc that as

that these provinees should be
W.cm dnto-a neutral State,-or that they |
should be ccded to Prussia.

ing I
willcot him 00,000 men; but that they e | i i oo

worth the sacrifice, and he will have them.
i| | but even recalling his declaration at the com-
mencement of thie war, that he did not desire

matters have changed snce then  that Prussi,
forced into the war, has had to suffer immensc
losses ; that she will inevitably demand some
compensation; and that perhaps the mjority
of Germans covet these provinces.  Morcoser,
it must be borne in mind that two ecnturics
ago France scized Alsatia from Germany, and
that only a century ago Lorraine formed a
portion of the German cmpire. On the onc
hand, Prussia keenly remembers that these
provinces were once German, and were wrested
hy Franco from Germany, and Prussia may
sco in their restors Iy a fair result of
sitory in the:fcld. On the other hand, |
France will not willingly yield a rood of her
territory ; and if she be forced to do o, she
will never rest until she has had her revenge.
It would be ogainst all common scnsc to
belicve that France would remain tranguil
under the loss of Alsatia and Lorraine, or of
cither of those provinces; while their crection
into an independcnt State would satisfy neither
Y| Franee, Prussia, nor these provinces them-
selves.  Negotiations for peacc must soon
occupy the minds of the diplomatists of
Europe; but the thought that the problem for
solution is a frightfully difficult onc, adds to
the miseries of this disastrous war.
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