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OUR FOOD SUPPLY.

Ir may be said that, takiog one consideration | 20

with aifother, the farmer’s lot is not a happy
one. This year has, it is true, been, on the
whole, o favourable one to him as far as the
harvest is concerned. The ingathering of the
crops has o fur procceded that thers can no
longr be
cereal crops has been abutdant, and that the
Larger proportion of them has been gnlhend in

ander very favourable conditions. ~To the | PecS

public thie is & matter of unqualifid con-
gratalation ; but it is not nesea-arily so for the

farmers. A sbundant yield means a loweriog | ¥*
hor n.m-, o mlqnly of rm rompiee. Thery

of prices. The farmer may have moro grain,
but he gets proportionstely less for it; and
then not only has the harvest been good in our
own country but in other European countries
and in America, so thut our farmers, who
bavo to contend against foreign
mpetition, find foreigoers serding us grain
st amnsualy low prices. MrC.S. Rexo, M.P.,

“Wfo farmer's Member,” has mede some
remarks on this subject which casmot well bo
controverted.  He asked how could the
farmers grow wheat at 4s 61 per bushel; it

was a price he had never heard of before, and | {1

bo hoped he should never hesr of it again.
Ho disputed the aziom that farmers ought to
grow food for the people; the first duty of a

farmer was to live, and if he could not grow
wheat ho must grow something else, although
it would not produce s much fod for the
people, and would not pérhaps find s0 much
employment for the poor. Mr Reo did not
say what elae the farmer ought to grow, but
we may suggest to our farmers that .m;u
field for the employment of their capital and

quaatitics of poultry, milk, butter, and eggs,
for all of which there is an § demand
in this country, and for all of which (for we
iport enormous quastities of preserved wilk)
we aro still greatly drpendent on foreign
market. Fally admitting that it is no part of
the farmers’ duty to supply the country wit
food, and that they have a right to look upon
their occupation as a trade, and to study first
and foremost their own interest, it is impossible
to deny that this interest and that of the
public are to some extent -nhgunulm When
the farmer obtains high prices, the pablic
suffer; when the farmer obtains low prices,
the public benefit.  But here snother con-
sidohution arises. Flour and bread aro not so
cheap s they ought to be in viow of the
diminished price of wheat, and thero is-a
natural outery ‘egainst this.  The farmers
obtain lessened profits, but the public do not
get the full beneit of this, while millers and
Bakers aro getting sn undue ehare of profit.
Thero is still another consideration affecting
the whole of our food supply in this country
—the enormous rates for carriage. The session
cforo last thero was a moyal coumiseion on
this subject. A mass of evideace was adduced
Ihn'lng that the railway companies chargo
rates for the conveyance of goods, merchandise,
and good which sre grossly uafair snd
seriously burdensome to producers and con-
sumers. Nothing, of course, has como of this
royal commission. Evidence has boen massed

ther; the whole subject bas been shelved,
and the railway companies still chargo just
what they like, to tbe serious injury of
manufactarers, tradere, food-producers, sad
consumers.
_———
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JOTTINGS BY THE WAY.

(By

IxoEpo.”]

The readers of the Guardian get aboat 83 much
fun now-a-days in perasing the reports of the
pariodical meetings at Lanchester as they formerly
did st the vehement thrusts snd parries at oar

Eastern division of the district it is not s0. The
tide of battle has rolled to Lanchester; sad
parson, prieat, and geatleman stand back mx
and brand to brand.  There has beca som

shooting and desperate hand-to-band it
Tate, and the reason that the world has not beex
startled by what the old lady called a “cstas-
strove” is not because thero bas bocn po bak
strokes going. 1 the reader ever mingled with
the spectators at a modern tournamicat, he or sty
aa tho cato may be, could hardly fail to obserre that
the troopers excelled, almost to a man, in what it
known as the back stroke, By a round, sweepiog

4| blow they usually missed the lemon, or cat 5
(o cord by which it was suupended ; but the xeoste

or back cat usually sent the lemon Thie

exactly how things stand at Laochester The
geotlemen who meet in cooclave in that Y
hollow are adepta st slashiog st that ot of thir
adversaries’ porson whero mo cavalier ket 0 2
It is a very good thing to bzt 2 friead
in court, as the sayiog ls, but the pabli bive 52
odd way of fforming conclusions of its o

man has o esfchigh o mpee the cause of b8
frisnd, irrespective of the righteoaroess of 13¢
It & man is lu the right, m,bo-ly
will stand by him; but frieodship g0t
that. This nm-., holds good in pn"“ e
only; pr ho labour for the good of 80
oy cuan vory wel lollow the dictate f the
better natare than ane of the gentlemd
who sit in the council chamber at Lanchester 1%
to havo over-ooked this particlar, 124 2 (400

would break the
‘momentary check upon
the Tancherter moelings bar
* | brougbt into disrepute. touched upon, A
nobler side of the nbj-el—thlt al lmnd;hlp——bu
there aro not wanting thoso who caasot e £
way to look at the matter in that
motives from which the basis of the coe! o
apring are said o be & purely seryile charscter:
that
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honll aet the world

1 harily know wh
part of the irvana
already love wages
- was theoght the
thiat the next chanzy
rato ave been it
bo the It man
nKrE

ekivg men. Lot
il o harihy
tho yallic by sorpe
in the Jiitish Tales
brosd which perishs

strains every muel
repeated effurt. T
atavdards o the var
fairly well paid; b
held by fixtares, ar
few. The panport t
sad atteution to th

Coverley used to say,
nicely balanced tha
leased to the one &
questionable, howeve
broaght aboat

section of the workn
increased remunerati
Tong talked-aboat equ
proverb to the effec
fed; and the poor m

s enlrs 3Ty
systen nd t

prn)muuml- "ma,
might rise the w
Hiedly, the allabact
balance is the latest n
reduction. The cour
pechaps teed to mak
in equipoiso until the
time the wheels of ind
alkased el spad
in the
n- precars
in the iron industry.
the state of the former
by the men lately on
ang numbor of erders,

alo very quict. Me
done next to nothiog ¢
yards whare the pros
At the yard of Mesn
Co. four of the forer
notice r!«nlly, ..a m
uent!,

measuring 340 feet. ]
wan and ‘Hu

+ yards on the Tyne whe
forward,

20 push a-head with fra
ol and .

The Cousett ety
annusl treat on Friday |

sermon
I’nm eSiethoi Ch

“pleassd with mmu-. T
5 BLACH
NS Sock |




H

s
EE»E

in.

i
{

;1
il
1
fes

4
{3
;‘d*

|

i

i
i

1

il

4
H

I
HTETRS

i
et

THE CONSETT GUARDIAN, September 5th, 1884.

witeraoors. T4ia & pity that geotlemen of position
wonl et the world 80 w17y an example.

1 hardly know what b thiak of the wish on the
part of the trounasters 1o reduce etill further the
alrady low wages of the slave-toiling irnworki
I wae thought that we hal

o the worst; a

wlat the next change, however slight, s ould at any
lave been in an upward direction, Lwould
st would be

an 10 write any thing
fotee & it of discuntent smong
wackivg nicn. but the e of tho irnworker is 80
axcrpti-ns] that the propeiied n bas taken
b surprive, There b o lass o moen
ey Iilea who labour 4o Lard for the
bres 8 the men cogaged in the
T sy sl ok aivito |¢Ix the
scale of remuneration for the great the
Lilers is meagre in the extreme. i et o the
agricaltural labourer and the ordinary stone-
bresker is & happy one compared to the man who
atands by & flaming farvace day and uight, or
straive every muscle by sheer application and
reperted effurt.  There are, of course, a fow old
andards in the various dgpartments who still are
firly well paid ; but these aro p
beld by fxtares, acd are obtainable only by the
few. The passport o these situations in steadiners,
aad atteution to the plain work.a-day roative of
S dapeiimaal e i 0 ittt et
asti ments. A famous warrior ured to boast
ket ooy itdios I Wl semy sorrt & marsba
baton iu bis knapaack ; and 0, 100, may the wel1
d serap laddie dream dreams of big pays
and bappy days. There has been some talk from
time to time of reduciog these “ big movey men,”

as they aro termed, and of bringing them nearer |

0. level with their lt- lnmm.u fellows. Much
cold be mid on a Sic Roger do

Coverley used 1o sy, n:d m pros and cons are s ‘

Iy balanced that T mysell have sometimes
Jeancd to the ooe side, thea to the other. Tt s
questionable, however, that wero the disi

broaght aboot even now; that the particalar | %
section of the workmen who stand most in need of

increased remuneration would profit much by the
the b

loag talked-about

proverh to the effect that the fat sow is always | '

fed; aud the poor man will tell you that
in the Leginning; and that, moreover,

be s0 arrasged till the end of the
Intirely Ahe smideyes vould it
greatly, even did they manage to secure the
B R e T wald ot b
that incentive to pmmulml which the present

Balance is the latest move towards & per cent. of &
reduction. The counter claim by the men will
perhaps teod to make the opposiog forces reain
i eqaipoise until the turn of the year, by which
time the wheels of indastry will, let us hope, have
quickened their speed by many evclutions an hoar.

i the shipbuilding trade will, of
cvurae, be the precurser of a chaoge for the better
in the iron industry. There is much talk aboat
the state of the former ; aud it was cooly asserted
by the men lately on strike that the masters had
AT o codes ol e e sllemin ot

s very little chaoge in the outlook on
Few of the best-kuown yards are do , b
Mewrs Melatyre's yard is sileat as » sepalchr
ard Menn A, Lealie and
alio very quiet. Messrs S. Davies and Co. have
deoe uext to nothing this yéar, and there are otber
yanls whare the prospects \ae vepylitile better.
At the yard of Messrs Wigham; Richardson and
Co. four of the foremen received fourteen days’
Botice receatly, and their engagements will, conse-
qacatly, termioate this week-end. This firm e
this week, however, laid down a keel for &
messaring 340 feet. In fact, Messra Palmer's and
emry §wan and Hunter's are aboot the only [ X
yards oa the Tyne where the wark ia being pushed
forward, The last-named are busy, and arrange-

20 push a-head with frame tarning.
{nrll and gmrm Hews.
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